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Congratulations to the 2023

Mid-Atlantic Chapter Scholarship Recipients

The Mid-Atlantic Chapter offers college
scholarships to eligible students working toward
undergraduate or graduate college degrees. The
Chapter awarded four applicants  with
scholarships this year.

The highest scorer Lily Landis received the
$2,000 George L. Winfield Memorial Scholarship
Award. Lily plans to major in General Studies at
Cecil College, Maryland. She is sponsored by her
father Jeffery Landis who is a Chapter member
and works for MES, as a Senior Engineer.

Amanda Siciliano received an award amount of
$2,000; a student member with a B.S. in Civil
Engineering, Wentworth Institute of Technology,
a Ph. D. candidate pursuing a degree in Materials
Science and Engineering at University of MD.
Amanda’s application was sent to SWANA
Headquarters for a chance to win an additional
scholarship.

Luke Gutberlet received an award amount of
$2,000; and plans to major in Mechanical
Engineering at Drexel University. He is sponsored
by his father Mark Gutberlet who is a Chapter
Director and works for EA Engineering, as Vice
President.

Chapter Scholarships continues on page 2
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Matthew Romero received an award amount of $1,000 and is
enrolled in a degree in Engineering at Randolph-Macon College. He is
sponsored by his mother Meg Romero who is a Chapter member and
works as Recycling & Litter Control Superintendent for Charles
County Government. Mathew’s application was sent to SWANA
Headquarters for a chance to win an additional scholarship.

Applications for 2024 SWANA Mid-Atlantic Chapter Scholarships will
be available in late 2023 or early 2024.

For information regarding 2024 Chapter Scholarships:
2024 Chapter Scholarship Information - SWANA: Mid-Atlantic
(swana-midatl.org)

Matthew Romero

Birnesser Receives Award from the Collection & Transfer
Technical Division at SOAR 2023

In February 2023, SWANA notified Don Birnesser that the Collection & Transfer Technical Division selected
him as the recipient of the 2023 Distinguished Individual Achievement Award. At the opening ceremony of
SOAR 2023 in April in Atlanta, Kyle Foreman, Collection & Transfer Technical Division Director, and Amy Von
Kolken Banister, Technical Division Director to the Board of Directors, co-presented the award to Mr.
Birnesser.

At the SWANA Training Center, Mr. Birnesser also co-instructed the Transfer Station Management course. Mr.
Birnesser has been a member of the Mid-Atlantic Chapter since 2011.
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https://swana-midatl.org/2023/07/17/2024-chapter-scholarship-information/
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SWANA Road-E-O Back (on the Horse)

SWANA’s Mid-Atlantic Regional Road-E-O
event occurred on May 18 and 19 in
beautiful Cecil County with great weather
and a successful, safe day of competition!

On May 18, in honor of the competitors
and solid waste equipment operators and
drivers of the region, Chief (or rather
Sheriff of the Landfill) David W. Horne,
CDR, USN (RET) of Cecil County’s Public
Works Solid Waste Management Division,
kicked off the event by warmly welcoming
everyone with a banquet of traditional crab
cakes and a raffle at the Cecil County
Central Landfill. This followed a Mid-
Atlantic SWANA Board meeting earlier that
day at Cecil County’s Administration Office
in Elkton.

The Road-E-O is an annual event where
operators, the unsung heroes of solid
waste management, get to demonstrate
their exceptional skills in safely and
efficiently maneuvering various landfill and
solid waste collection equipment, while
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A tractor trailer fitting through a narrow turn.

highlighting and celebrating  their
invaluable services. Employers select their
best field personnel to represent their
respective  organizations in  friendly
competitions. The event also serves as a
way for solid waste professionals and
equipment operators from SWANA’s
Maryland, Pennsylvania and New Jersey
chapters to interact, get to know each
other and share their expertise.

The event could not have occurred without
the dedicated volunteers and judges, who
were onsite at 5:00 a.m. on May 19 to
ensure that everything was ready to go,
fueled by a breakfast and plenty of coffee
provided onsite for all to enjoy.

The day of events culminated with a
luncheon and awards ceremony.

First and second place winners from each
category are now eligible to attend the
SWANA International Road-E-O to be
hosted in the fall by the SWANA Colorado

Again in Cecil County, MD

Chapter. Third place competitors can
participate, if the first or second place
competitors are unable to attend.

Chief David W. Horne (left), Cecil County
Solid Waste Management Division and
Tom Burns (right), Samsara, networking

and enjoying the competition’s festivities.

Dozer completing the barrel roll, about to complete the
backwards cone weaving part of the competition.




The final top three results, for each
category of competition, are listed to
the right: Congratulations to All!

Chief Horne and Tanya Adams,
Recycling Program Manager & Scale
House Supervisor, along with other
dedicated Cecil County solid waste
staff members went out of their way
to ensure that every guest, sponsor,
volunteer, judge and competitor were
fully taken care of.

The Department displayed the highest
level of hospitality and provided a
professional and friendly atmosphere
throughout the two-day event.
Additionally, it should be noted that
Chief Horne acts as the SWANA Mid-
Atlantic Safety Ambassador, providing
relevant alerts and worker injury and
illness rates/news updates to keep
the SWANA network informed, and is
mindful of safe work practices.

Throughout the day, Chief Horne,
with his role as Ambassador in mind,
could be seen touching base and
checking on all events. He should be
congratulated on a job well done.

Last, but not least, are the following
sponsors who made this event
possible as well as incredibly
enjoyable: Paradigm Software, B.A.lL,
Mid Atlantic Waste Systems, Carter
Caterpillar, GT Mid-Atlantic, CCSWA
(Gold Sponsor), LSC Environmental
(Gold Sponsor), Caron Compactor
(Gold Sponsor), Berg Construction,
GFL Environmental, LCSWMA, Barton
& Loguidice (Silver Sponsor), EA
Engineering (Silver Sponsor), and
Aljon (Bronze Sponsor).

Road-E-O continues on page 5
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TRACTOR TRAILER

1 268 Robert Lee Northern Tier SWA
2 267 John Rothrock Wayne Township Landfill
3 233 George Carroll Maryland Environmental Service
REAR LOADER
1 316 Chris Powers River Valley Disposal
296 Dennis Gatling Republic Services
3 280 Matt McBratney Northern Tier SWA
ROLL-OFF
1 293 Robert Lee Northern Tier SWA
2 269 John Gloden Charles County, MD
3 262 Mark Coleman Cecil County, MD-DPW
COMPACTOR
1 92 Logan Milby Maryland Environmental Service
2 84 Eddie Thomas Cecil County, MD-DPW
3 83 Duane Speck Cecil County, MD-DPW
DOZER
1 97 Dave Swift Republic Services
2 90 Connor Bauman Wayne Township Landfill
3 83 James Downes DSWA
ARTICULATED DUMP
1 21 Eddie Thomas Cecil County, MD-DPW
2 89 Logan Milby Maryland Environmental Service
3 88 George Carroll Maryland Environmental Service
WHEEL LOADER
1 98 Dave Swift Republic Services
93 David Watts Wayne Township Landfill
3 76 Wally Wallace Baltimore County Solid Waste
CHAMPION LANDFILL EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Dozer 98 Dave Swift Republic Services




2023 Road-E-O Competition
Award Recipients
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SWANA

More than 175 Attendees left Recharged after the
MRN/Mid-Atlantic SWANA Conference in June

Recharge 2023 was the theme of the 15th Annual MRN/SWANA
Mid-Atlantic Conference, which took place in Ellicott City in
June. The theme encompassed the industry-wide desire to
creatively approach major shifts taking place in the solid waste
and recycling management industries.

A panel on Attracting & Keeping Qualified Labor in the Post-
Pandemic Supply Chain started off the conference.
Representatives from the City of Laurel, Maryland
Environmental Service (MES), and Republic Services shared their
perspectives on this prescient topic. David Biderman of
Biderman Consulting LLC moderated the conversation. The
panel first highlighted retention of current employees as a key
piece of the puzzle. Panelists mentioned initiatives such as
training programs, promotion from within, and top-notch
benefits packages when speaking about retention efforts.
Regarding hiring, panelists discussed developing online
application  processes, removing unnecessary degree
requirements, and encouraging a diversity of people to apply. In
recruitment, industry organizations are beginning to offer hybrid
positions, sign-on bonuses, and are using social media to
promote open positions. The session offered a full range of
insightful retention and recruitment strategies for industry
leaders to consider.
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The Retention and Recruitment Strategy Panel
kicked off the conference. David Biderman of
Biderman Consulting (foreground); Joshua Fleming
(SHRM-CP) Human, Resources Manager at
Republic Services (w/microphone); Michele Blair,
Environmental Programs Manager for the City of
Laurel; and Melissa Filiaggi, Operations Division
Chief at MES (background).

MRN/SWANA Mid-Atlantic Conference continues on page 6
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Chaz Miller, Principal of Chaz Miller and Associates, Pamela Metz Kasemeyer, Managing Partner of Schwartz, Metz, Wise, and Kauffman,
P.A., and Bradley Baker, Land and Materials Program Manager at the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) headed up the
legislative update session before the lunch break. In the most recent 90-day legislative session, legislators introduced approximately
3,000 bills, of which 810 passed. Notably the following relevant legislation passed:

e  Permit exemption for on-farm composting (HB0253/5SB0262)

e Procurement requirements for compost, mulch, soil amendments, etc.
(HB0586/5B0782)

e Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for packaging which was scaled
back to the establishment of an Advisory Council and a Producer
Responsibility Organization and a needs assessment (HB0284/SB0222)

During the luncheon, SWANA presented scholarships to three recipients. MRN
followed with a business meeting where members elected the new board,
including the Authority’s own Project Manager Kitty Mcllroy as the 2023-24
MRN President! The outgoing President, Maria Myers, and MRN’s Executive
Director, Peter Houstle received recognition for their years of outstanding
service. MDE’s new Secretary, Serena Mcllwain, also took the podium to share
MDE’s waste and recycling priorities going into the future, with special
emphasis on climate change reduction initiatives and support for EPR policies.
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The conference also featured a series of concurrent sessions. During the first
block of programs, there was a presentation on recycling market updates and ~ Secretary Mcllwain inspired with her comments about
one session on using small, closed and/or rural landfill gas-to-energy and Maryland’s “big, bold climate initiatives.”

renewable gas systems to power online data platforms, including
cryptocurrency encryption and transactions. In the early afternoon, conference
attendees chose to attend either an update on new statewide stormwater
discharge permitting procedures or a series on innovative reuse programs such
as Loop, Re-Use It DC, and the Harford County/MES’ Bulk Item program. The
last concurrent session offered participants the options of learning more about
effective safety training programs or commercial food waste diversion. Between
presentations, exhibitors showcased solid waste and recycling products,
innovations, services, and many opportunities for networking.

To close out the day, Nathan Bevers, Senior Manager at Republic Services spoke
about Electric Vehicle Infrastructure and Deployment.

The day after the conference, there were additional networking opportunities
and site tours, including a walkthrough of the Howard County Composting
Facility at Alpha Ridge Landfill. This facility composts yard trim, food scraps and
manure in aerated covered piles. Linganore Winery also hosted a site visit at
their facility, which produces wine using 100 percent solar power.

Wendy Doring, MES’s Recycling Program Manager,
speaking on the bulk reuse/recycling program in
Harford County.

The conference had more than 175 attendees from government, private
industry and non-profit organizations who gained new insights into solid
waste management and recycling trends as we continue to recharge from
the pandemic and global supply chain challenges in 2023.

| More information on the conference can be found at: 2023 MRN/SWANA
MA Conference - Maryland Recycling Network. The Authority is a long-
time sponsor of the conference.

In addition to being a 100 percent solar powered winery,
Linganore Winery parking areas have complimentary solar
chargers.
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https://marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=685083&module_id=575099
https://marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=685083&module_id=575099

Legislative and News Update - SWANA Mid-Atlantic
September 14, 2023

By: Jacob Shepherd, P.E.
Legislative Liaison - jshepherd@scsengineers.com

SWANA Updates
SWANA Mid-Atlantic Chapter Call with MDE on New Methane Regulations

On August 28, 2023, the Chapter held a call with the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) to answer questions related to
the new landfill methane rule under the Code of Maryland Regulations (COMAR) 26.11.42. Prior the call, the Chapter had provided
comments received from Chapter members to MDE to review and provide answers to questions to review on the call. However, MDE
was unable to provide answers to these questions on the call. In further communication with MDE, the Chapter received written
responses to these answers and distributed these to call attendees. Additionally, the Chapter continues to coordinate with MDE for a
smaller call with regulatory and compliance staff at MDE to answer key questions related to compliance with the new methane rules.
Although this call would not be open to individual members, representatives from the Chapter will be on this planned call and will
provide any additional information to the Chapter following the call.

Legislative Updates
Federal

No updates. The Legislative Committee is still monitoring bills related to PFAS, including the Resource Management PFAS Liability
Protection Act, which provides an exemption for owners and operators of certain resource management facilities from CERCLA
liability for releases of PFAS. This includes solid waste management facilities (as defined in section 1004 of the Solid Waste
Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 6903) and facilities that process compost for sale or distribution to the public. The language explicitly
excludes protection for facilities that acted with “gross negligence or willful misconduct” resulting in the release of PFAS.

Draft comprehensive legislation related to PFAS was provided to SWANA and other stakeholders, on which SWANA provided
comments. SWANA expects this bill, which will be sponsored by Senators Tom Carper (Delaware) and Shelley Capito (West
Virginia), to be introduced this fall.

Additionally, the committee continues to monitor the bills listed below:

H.R.652/S.177 - Zero Food Waste Act - No updates

H.R.651/S.179 - COMPOST Act - No updates

S.1189 - Recycling Infrastructure and Accessibility Act of 2023 - Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar.

S.1194 - Recycling and Composting Accountability Act - Placed on Senate Legjslative Calendar.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Enforcement Priorities Will Now Address Landfill Methane and PFAS

[From Waste Dive] For its 2024-2027 National Enforcement and Compliance Initiatives for 2024-2027, EPA is now including
multiple focus areas pertaining to landfills. This document is used to prioritize EPA and state environmental enforcement efforts.
One change with the latest initiatives is including landfills in the enforcement goal of mitigating climate change, which previously
did not include them. Solid waste industry members should expect higher chances of EPA inspections, which have historically been
very low for landfills in the Chapter’s region. Multiple landfills in Maryland recently had EPA inspections after a long absence of
EPA scrutiny. We can also expect increased flyovers monitoring methane from landfills.

Legislative & News Update continues on page 8
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1429/text?s=2&r=16&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pfas%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1429/text?s=2&r=16&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22pfas%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/177?s=1&r=29
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/177?s=1&r=29
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/651?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22compost+act%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/651?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22compost+act%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1189?s=2&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Recycling+Infrastructure+and+Accessibility+Act+of+2023%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1189?s=2&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Recycling+Infrastructure+and+Accessibility+Act+of+2023%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1194?s=1&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22RECYCLING+AND+COMPOSTING+ACCOUNTABILITY+ACT%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1194?s=1&r=1&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22RECYCLING+AND+COMPOSTING+ACCOUNTABILITY+ACT%22%5D%7D
https://www.wastedive.com/news/epa-enforcement-initiative-uhlmann-landfill-climate-pfas/691306/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-federal-enforcement-priorities-protect-communities-pollution

EPA also included landfills in PFAS enforcement goals. As included in previous updates, SWANA has urged EPA to look
upstream at manufacturers and users of PFAS rather than landfills, which they term as “passive receivers”.

When the enforcement priorities were last updated in 2019, landfills were only part of goals for hazardous air emission and
hazardous waste reduction, so this represents a major shift in EPA enforcement goals.

EPA Proposes to Add CERCLA Designation to 7 PFAS Compounds

EPA is proposing to add designations for 7 PFAS compounds under the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA). This would designate these compounds as hazardous waste and would attach
liability and clean-up responsibility to owners of PFAS-polluted facilities. SWANA and 38 other “passive receivers” - those
facilities that do not produce PFAS but accept PFAS containing wastes - submitted comments focusing on allowing Congress
to provide receiver exemptions, which is outside of EPA’s authority. EPA has indicated that its working on an enforcement
discretion guide that will include the solid waste industry.

EPA Excludes eRINs from Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) Proposed Rulemaking

Under proposed rulemaking published in the Federal Register in December 2022, the EPA had proposed to add a new
category of renewable identification numbers for renewable electricity (eRINs) under the RFS program. The RFS program
requires petroleum for transportation to include a certain percentage of renewable fuel. Under the current RFS program,
renewable natural gas (RNG) produced from biogas (such as landfill or digester gas) can be used to satisfy this requirement,
which has led to a large increase in these facilities. The eRIN program would have added a new option for using biogas under
the RFS program for the production of electricity. In response to the eRIN proposal, companies were considering initiatives to
install biogas-fueled generators near landfills for use in data storage or cryptocurrency mining. Under the final rule, EPA did
not include eRINs in the RES update. Therefore, it’s unclear whether this will affect the economics for these initiatives. While
EPA did not include eRINs, they did leave the door open to eRINs at a future time.

Maryland Legislative/News

The 445th legislative session convened on January 11, 2023 and adjourned on April 10, 2023. No updates.

Maryland MDE

No updates. Included in Previous Update - Effective June 12, 2023, MDE published final regulations for methane control and
reduction from municipal solid waste (MSW) landfills. The rules will also implement the Emission Guidelines (EG) regulations
under the 2016 New Source Performance Standards (NSPS) changes (40 CFR 60 Subpart Cf) pending submittal to EPA and
EPA approval. At that point, the regulations will replace the Federal EG Plan that currently applies to Maryland landfills
(published under 40 CFR 62 Subpart 000).

Note that landfills subject to new gas collection and control system (GCCS) requirements must submit a design plan to MDE
by June 10, 2023. MDE will review and approve plans, after which a landfill will have up to 30 months to install and operate a
GCCS. For landfills with certain emissions within a window, a surface methane monitoring test-out option is available. The
rules are unclear for landfills with existing GCCS. However, these landfills should consider submitting a design plan that
includes GCCS modifications in order to take advantage of implementation timelines. Utility flares are not allowed except
under certain circumstances and MDE approval after January 1, 2025.

Delaware Legislative/News

Delaware Governor John Carney signed SB51 on August 22, 2023 that bans most food establishments from providing
customers with ready-to-eat food or beverages in polystyrene containers. It also bans offering plastic straws unless requested
by the customer. Restrictions will take effect on July 1, 2025.

Legislative & News Update continues on page 9
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https://biodieselmagazine.com/articles/2518767/epa-finalizes-2023-2025-rvos-delays-implementation-of-erins
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/07/12/2023-13462/renewable-fuel-standard-rfs-program-standards-for-2023-2025-and-other-changes
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?LegislationId=130016

District of Columbia Legislative/News

[From DCist] D.C. officials began implementing a one-year curbside compositing program this month, which
includes approximately 9,000 households in the District. Participants will put food scraps into supplied bins for
pick-up once per week. In return, participants will be provided with a bag of at least 5 pounds of compost at the
end of the program. The program is rolling out to selected participants by Ward. Currently, the District is using
private collection companies for the pilot. However, the goal is for DPW to operate the program with in-house
trucks and drivers. Food scraps for the pilot will be delivered to the processing facility in Prince George’s County in
Maryland to be turned into compost.

The program is part of the District’s zero waste efforts tied to the Sustainable 2.0 plan. By 2032, the District has a
goal of 80 percent diversion from landfills and incinerators. According to DPW, only 30 percent of household
waste can be diverted under existing District recycling programs. Therefore, composting is important to the District
for meeting diversion goals.

News Updates

Baltimore County Maryland Announces Expanded Electronics Recycling Program - Waste Advantage - August 14,
2023

How Do Waste Plants Pick Through All Your Unsorted Recyclables? - Marketplace - August 14, 2023

Democrats Call on EPA to Implement Credit Program for Electricity from Biomass by 2024 - Waste Dive - August
15, 2023

Why a Colorado Mattress Recycling Sends Old Mattresses to the Landfill - The Colorado Sun - August 16, 2023

From Beans to Buildings: Scientists Recycle Coffee Grounds to Make High-Performance Eco Concrete — Waste
Advantage - August 29, 2023

Taming the Wild West of Environmental Marketing: A Green Guides History - Waste Dive - September 6, 2023
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https://dcist.com/story/23/09/04/dc-finally-rolling-out-citywide-composting-pilot/
https://zerowaste.dc.gov/curbsidecomposting
https://wasteadvantagemag.com/baltimore-county-md-announces-expanded-electronics-recycling-program/
https://www.marketplace.org/2023/08/14/how-do-waste-plants-pick-through-all-our-unsorted-recyclables/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/house-democrats-epa-letter-erins-2023-rfs/690864/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20Weekly%20Roundup:%20Waste%20Dive:%20Daily%20Dive%2008-19-2023&utm_term=Waste%20Dive%20Weekender
https://coloradosun.com/2023/08/16/colorado-mattress-recycling-landfill-pocket-coils-wast/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202023-08-23%20Waste%20Dive:%20Recycling%20%5Bissue:53871%5D&utm_term=Waste%20Dive:%20Recycling
https://www.wastedive.com/news/green-guides-ftc-marketing-recycling-packaging/692818/

Observations About Work and the Solid Waste Industry

By: Marc J. Rogoff, Ph.D.

A few years ago, in preparation for my Life Membership Award
from Solid Waste Association-North America (SWANA), | wrote a
guest editorial for one of the solid waste journals. | re-read that
editorial a few weeks ago and decided to write an update based
on my mentoring roles and project management assignments over
the past five years. | believe that these personal observations,
which are discussed in the paragraphs below, will be interesting
for many Florida chapter members, particularly our Young
Professionals.

First, some personal observations about work life issues:

e Always try to return phone calls and e-mails in a timely
fashion. Sometimes, the smallest little things can have the
biggest impacts. “I'll get to it eventually” is a thought that has
likely run through the mind of many a young professional.
While you may think that not returning a phone call promptly
is not that big of a deal, it can have massive repercussions on
your career. Most obviously, it gives a bad impression of your
work ethic—that you cannot be relied upon to provide
expedient service. In today’s world, people expect things fast.
You are competing against the almost instantaneous
responses individuals can receive from Googling their
question. Returning phone calls and e-mails shows that you
are dependable and that you prioritize individual
relationships. It’s also simple good manners.

e Be genuine and have integrity. You have probably heard this
from parents, professors, or mentors, but when it comes to
career success, it’s all about who you know. When you are
trying to work your way up in your field or take on a greater
role, a positive referral from a well-respected professional can
make a big difference. Of course, this doesn’t mean be overly
nice or fake—people can see right through that facade. You
need to be genuine and put in the effort to get to know and
get along with others. People do not just care about your
ability to do the job; they are also interested in your
demonstrated integrity. If you have strong convictions about
something, stick to them. Anyone who can be convinced
without effort to change their mind illustrates that their
convictions were not steadfast in the first place. Moreover,
most people will respect your opinions if you verbalize them
appropriately. On the other hand, have the maturity and
grace to accept the arguments of others and be prepared to
learn a thing or two. No one can ever say they have
everything figured out perfectly.

e Be active in a professional or social organization. Given the
number of responsibilities we must juggle daily, joining a
professional association may not be among your top
priorities. Which busy person, after all, has the time for more
meetings and activities after spending a whole day at the
office? Thinking this way may cause you to miss the
numerous benefits that membership of a professional
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association can bring. Whether you join a national-level
organization, an industry-specific body, a neighborhood
community association, or a special focus group like SWANA,
the decision to join an organization can result in valuable
professional contacts and access to a wealth of information,
as well as the development of meaningful, lifelong
relationships.

Mentor others. A mentoring partnership can be rewarding to
both the mentor and the mentee, personally and
professionally. Both sides of such relationships can be an
opportunity to develop communication skills, expand your
viewpoints, and consider new ways of approaching situations.
It is a win-win, where both partners can advance their careers
in the process.

Write. Even if you don’t consider yourself to be “a writer,”
you should consider writing about your contributions,
projects, or community. Writing can be a great way to share
knowledge and engage others in your work, and it has
personal benefits as well. It can help you meet new people,
learn new skills, and improve your communication style and
confidence. | find that writing often clarifies for me what |
don’t know about a topic. The process highlights gaps in my
understanding and motivates me to fill in those gaps through
further research, reading, and asking questions.

Now, a few thoughts about our solid waste industry:

Recycling. Rates of recycling sky-rocketed in the U.S. with the
advent of single-stream curbside services in recent years,
mainly because China and other Asian nations were willing to
take our garbage embedded with recyclables. Many
communities patted themselves on the back about the “good
recycling” they were doing. Aspirational and lazy recyclers
alike were able to just throw everything in the recycle cart.
Single-stream recycling was literally the least we could do.
However, once China and other nations established rigorous
quality controls on importing our recycling, the market for
mixed paper and plastics collapsed. This exposed the reality
that single-stream recyclables were usually highly
contaminated with plastic bags, broken glass, expanded foam
packaging (Styrofoam), rubber hoses, food residues, and
other trash, making the whole mix unrecyclable. The truth is,
as a society, we are actually pretty bad at recycling. Strong
public education programs as well as penalty systems will be
needed to fix this problem and minimize contamination to
acceptable levels. We also need to focus on developing our
own mills to turn these recyclables into useful products
without reliance on exporting materials. Moreover, we need
to ban things like single-use plastics, which are degrading our
environment.

Observations about Work...continues on page 11




Regulations and Costs. As someone who does rate
studies for a living, | have been amazed at all the
discussions about the cost of waste disposal. When
compared to typical items in public works, solid waste
collection and disposal are relatively inexpensive. As a
society, we really do not place a premium on the clean
water and air afforded by modern waste collection and
disposal. We need to do a better job of valuing these
regulatorily driven benefits. When | consider the
current state of the environment compared to when |
started at Cornell in the 1970s, we’ve made some
remarkable progress. On the other hand, as a society,
we still tend to push environmental costs onto future
generations. For example, it is my perception that the
financial assurance requirements within our current
landfill regulations still do not fully account for some
long-term environmental costs of landfilling. We are
kidding ourselves that the tipping fees currently
charged truly account for all future costs. We need to
require a more robust lifecycle cost accounting for
landfilling, to properly assign costs to environmental
externalities and not just pass these costs along to our
kids and grandkids.

Facility Siting. Not in my backyard (NIMBYs) concerns
control the siting of most public works projects. All you
need is a small minority to force decision-makers to
quiver in their boots about making the right decision on
siting a solid waste facility. Political decision makers
need to have a backbone and trust in the advice they
have received by subject matter experts. We also need
to do a better job in supporting them in making difficult
but correct decisions that can never please everyone.

Producer Responsibility. Recycling as it is currently
practiced should be called what it is the transfer of
producer responsibility for their products and packaging
to the consumer and taxpayer, who must ultimately
ensure and pay for its pickup and management. Local
governments are left holding the responsibility for
businesses inability or refusal to do what is right, which
is to take charge of the materials used and produced,
particularly with regard to minimizing the use of non-
recyclable materials and single-use packaging. Until
manufacturers become directly responsible for the
costs associated with their decisions on materials and
packaging, we should not expect serious progress on
recycling.

e Waste-to-Energy. In the U.S., waste- to-energy (WTE)
has always been the piiata for environmentalists and
zero waste activists, who tout that everything can be
recycled. In comparison, European and Japanese cities
have turned to WTE as an essential component of the
circular economy, with unrecyclable solid waste being
turned into electricity, fuels, heat, and/or steam.
Landfills are rightly frowned upon in Europe and Japan
and only used to dispose of the byproducts of WTE. In
the U.S., we primarily dispose of solid waste through
long-haul  transit into mega-landfills.  What
environmental sense does that make? As outlined by
the EPA in their sustainable materials management
hierarchy, WTE is the preferable disposal option over
landfilling if recycling, composting, or other waste
diversion options are not available.

e The Newest Mousetrap. For my entire career, | seen
one salesman after another tout their Ilatest
“revolutionary” technology that can recycle 100 percent
of a raw solid waste stream and is cheaper than
landfilling. We should be wary of anything that has not
worked beyond pilot scale, that has not been working
on a consistent basis in our industry for several years,
or, most importantly, for which the vendor needs the
government to take all the financial risk. There’s
usually a good reason why the private sector can’t bring
something to market on their own.

Conclusions:

These observations on project management and standards
in the solid waste industry have proved valuable to me over
a long professional career. | hope that these will be
valuable to you as well in your career. If you have any
comments, please feel free to drop me a line.

Dr. Marc J. Rogoff has worked in the solid waste industry as
a solid waste manager, solid waste consultant, and
statewide man- ager of a public administration institute.
Based in Tampa, FL, he currently works as a Senior
Consultant with Geosyntec Consultant’s Solid Waste
Advisory Practice. Opinions expressed in this guest editorial
are his own and do not necessarily reflect the views of his
employer or this publication. Marc can be reached at (813)
810-5547 or mrogoff@geosyntec,com
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Annual Business Meeting
Election of Officers and Networking Event

The SWANA Mid-Atlantic Chapter hosted its Annual
Business Meeting, Election of Officers, and Social
Event on September 14, 2023 at Little Havana in
Baltimore, Maryland.

Congratulations to our newly elected Chapter Offic-
ers and Directors! We look forward to another excit-
ing and successful year for the Chapter.

Officers and Directors — FY2024

President, Jonathan Meyers (LaBella Associates)

Vice President, John Neyman (Republic Services)

Secretary, John Schott (NE MD Waste Disposal Authority)
Treasurer, Jason Munyan (Delaware Solid Waste Authority)

Past President, Kristyn Oldendorf (SWANA¥*) (through October 30, 2023)
Director, Deji Fawole (SCS Engineers)

Director, Mark Gutberlet (EA Engineering, Science and Technology)
Director, Jessica Moore (Prince George’s County)

Director, Susan Burnett (Washington DC Representative)

Director, Cory Daviau (Maryland Environmental Service)

Director, Mehal Trivedi (Frederick County, MD)

Director, Niti Blackwell (Howard County,MD)

Director, Jenny Padgett (Barton & Loguidice)

Director, Craig Shriner (ARM Group)

Director, Michelle Minstrell (Waste Knowledge LLC)

*Congratulations to Kristyn Oldendorf for being hired as SWANA's Director of Public Policy.
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Reminders / Wanted

Reporters/writers for our Chapter newsletter.
Important Websites to Remember: www.swana.org, www.swana-midatl.org and www.mdrecycles.org.

Training the Trainers: Contact a Board member if interested in being trained to be a trainer for a SWANA course.

* & o o

SWANA Web Sessions: If your organization presents web sessions, make them a Chapter event so that all attendees can get
CEU’s. Contact Steve Lippy, Dana Blumberg or Shirl Wright.

*

Job Vacancies in your Organization: Contact swright@nmwda.org for inclusion in our Chapter newsletter and website.

Articles, information, recent/on-going projects of interest, active purchase orders, etc.: Contact swright@nmwda.org to be
placed in our Chapter newsletter.

¢ Scholarship Sponsors: The Chapter is currently looking for an organization to sponsor the highest scoring candidate. The
sponsor could be any organization and can suggest a name to be given to the award. The Chapter will accept an annual
sponsorship of either $500, $1,000, $1,500 or $2,000. Please contact Steve Lippy or Mehal Trivedi.

¢ Name(s) of Prospective SWANA Members: Contact either our Chapter Membership Chair, Deji Fawole
dfawole@scsengineers.com or direct the prospective member to our Chapter website www.swana-midatl.org or SWANA’s
website www.swana.org.

¢ Newsletter Ads: These are business card size ads only (2"x 3.5"); $100 for 4 issues. Send your ad in a JPG or PDF file to
swright@nmwda.org. Please make check payable to: Mid-Atlantic Chapter of SWANA and mail to the attention of Shirl Wright
at NE MD Waste Disposal Authority, 100 S. Charles Street, Tower Il - Suite 402, Baltimore, MD 21201-2705.

¢ American Academy of Environmental Engineers and Scientists: If you are an environmental engineer or environmental scientist,

you are eligible to become a member or to be certified in solid waste management by the American Academy of Environmental
Engineers and Scientists. See www.swana-midatl.org or www.aaees.org.”

Don't f Geosyntec®
|et yo ur consultants

software
become

to mor row's ) Landfill Engineering | Leachate Treatment

Landfill Gas Management | Planning Services
Operational Assessments | Rate Studies

410-381-4333 geosyntec.com

PARADIGMSOFTWAR

2 e — The Standard in Weighing Software

SWANA Guiding Principle:

“Local government is responsible for municipal solid waste management, but not necessarily the ownership
and/or operation of municipal solid waste management systems.”

S'.'ANA

MID-ATLANTIC

c/o Northeast Maryland Waste Disposal Authority
Tower Il - Suite 402, 100 South Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 We’re on the Web!

www.swana-midatl.org

John Schott, Newsletter Editor
ischott@nmwda.org
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