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Congratulations to the 2022
Mid-Atlantic Chapter Scholarship Recipients
The Mid-Atlantic Chapter offers college
scholarships to eligible students working
toward undergraduate or graduate college
degrees. The Chapter awarded six applicants
with scholarships this year.
Olivia Ozbolt received the top score and
received the $2,000 George L. Winfield
Scholarship by the SWANA Mid-Atlantic
Chapter and Chapter Scholarship Committee.
As the top Category I winner, Olivia plans to
attend the University of Maryland and major in
Business, Finance.
Olivia’s award-winning
essay appears on page 2 of this newsletter.

The Chapter also voted to forward Olivia’s
Category I application to SWANA National
Headquarters for a chance of winning an
additional scholarship.

Olivia Ozbolt

Scholarship
Recipients
Oliva Ozbolt

Scholarship
Award
$2,000

Category

University Attending

I

University of Maryland

Luke Gutberlet

$1,500

I

Drexel University

Lily Landis

$1,500

I

Cecil College

Declan Landis

$1,250

IA

Temple University

Thomas Sprague

$750

I

Miami University

Mathew Romero

$500

IA

Randolph-Macon College

For details on future college scholarship opportunities
midatl.org/2022/07/12/scholarship-information-2023/.
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Olivia Ozbolt Awarded
$2,000 George L. Winfield Memorial Scholarship
The following is Olivia Ozbolt’s award-winning essay:
For the first 8 years of my life, my dad’s job was a
mystery, I knew that he worked at a landfill, which was
the extent of my knowledge. One evening, he asked me:
“Olivia, would you like to go to work with me next week?
It’s “Bring your Child to Work at my job.” Excitedly, I
agreed to attend the event. You see, I can never resist the
chance to spend time with my dad. Any field trip made me
ecstatic. Unbeknownst to me, this would be my first
introduction to the solid waste industry: surely an
illuminating experience.
On a beautiful, late April morning I arrived at the landfill.
First, my dad gave us a tour of the Residents’ Convenience
Center. This designated area accepts unlimited
recyclables, residential waste, electronics, mattresses,
cooking oil, hazardous waste and food scraps from county
residents. During my tour, I peered into multiple
residential waste dumpsters. Amazed at the dumpster’s
contents, I saw board games, toys, bikes, sporting
equipment and various recyclable items. I asked “Why did
people throw away all this good stuff? Can we rescue it?” I
saw a toy that I had seen in a commercial just a few
months ago. My dad advised me that people throw away
perfectly usable stuff all the time, just because they don’t
have the time or energy to find a good home for their
unwanted items. People don’t realize that their trash still
takes up space inside a landfill. It doesn’t simply
“disappear.”

Lily Landis
(Category 1 Recipient)
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This answer has stuck with me through the years and affected
my perception of what really goes on at landfills. He taught me
that in order to leave less of a footprint on the environment,
we need to dispose of garbage in a more responsible fashion.
In my future career, I hope to promote sustainable practices
and spread the word about responsible garbage disposal
techniques.

Mehal Trivedi (left) and Kristyn Oldendorf (right) present the
$2,000 George L. Winfield Memorial Scholarship to Olivia Ozbolt
(center) at the 2022 MRN/SWANA Mid-Atlantic Conference

Declan Landis (Category 1A Recipient
and 2021 George L. Winfield
Scholarship Recipient)

Mathew Romero
(Category 1A Recipient)
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For the SWANA Chapters of Mid-Atlantic, New Jersey and
Pennsylvania, this was not their First Road-E-O... but a
Welcomed one after a Two-Year Hiatus
SWANA’s Mid-Atlantic Regional Road-E-O event occurred on May
12th and 13th after a two-year postponement due to the Covid
Pandemic. The event was hosted by the Mid-Atlantic Chapter and
the Cecil County Department of Public Works at their Central
Landfill. Cecil County’s Solid Waste Management Division
coordinated the event and logistics, and prepared the site for four
different courses for seven different types of solid waste
equipment, as well as using their new maintenance structure for
the Thursday dinner and Friday lunch.
The Regional Road-E-O is normally an annual event where
operators demonstrate their exceptional skills in safely and
efficiently maneuvering various landfill and solid waste collection
equipment. Employers select their best field personnel to
represent their respective organizations in friendly competition.
The event also serves as a way for solid waste professionals and
equipment operators from SWANA’s Mid-Atlantic (Maryland, DC,
Delaware), Pennsylvania, and New Jersey chapters to interact and
network with one another.

A landfill compactor backs through barrels that are placed
slightly wider than the front blade

The event kicked off with a dinner at the Central Landfill on the
evening of May 12th. The following morning, competitors and
volunteers met back at the landfill for an early breakfast under a
tent, where the inputting of judges scores would be done. Then,
by 8:30 am, the competitions were on! Weather was drizzly or
overcast most of the day, with one burst of rain at noon. It
actually was almost chilly at times.
The truck competition included front-end loader waste trucks,
rear-end loader waste trucks, and roll-off trucks. Each driver
started the course with a judged pre-trip truck inspection;
afterwards, individual segments of the course were judged using a
points system with both time limits and demerits for hitting
obstacles, distance from walls while parking, etc. The total points
were added to determine the winners of each category of truck.
A front end loader going through the paces on the timed course

Roll-off truck backing into a tight space. The judges will
measure the gap between the truck and the barrier.
Road-E-O continues on page 4
September 13, 2022

Front end loader weaving through the barrel course
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The other three obstacle courses featured landfill equipment:
a front-end rubber-tired wheel loader course, an articulated
dump truck course, and a landfill compactor/dozer on the
third one. Likewise, for these, there was a pre-trip inspection
and then the obstacle course and skill demonstration which
were judged and scored.
Many individual contestants also opted to be tested on a
second piece of equipment too.
The event culminated with an on-site luncheon which started
by noon for the early finishers and was followed by an awards

ceremony about 1:30 p.m., after all the contestants were
done. First and second place winners from each category are
now eligible to attend the SWANA International Road-E-O to
be held in the fall in El Paso, Texas.
The statistics from the event, as well as winners’ names are
presented on page 5 of this newsletter.
In June, Cecil County announced that they have agreed to
host the 2023 Mid-Atlantic Regional Road-E-O too! Dates are
May 18-19, 2023.

(Note: This article is an edited version of the article written by Diana Reighart and Keith Kingsley of the Northeast Maryland
Waste Authority for its Spring 2022 Newsletter.)

THANK YOU TO CECIL COUNTY
FOR HOSTING A GREAT EVENT IN 2022
AND FOR AGREEING TO HOST
THE 2023 SWANA MID-ATLANTIC
REGIONAL ROAD-E-O
Road-E-O continues on page 5
September 13, 2022
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SWANA Regional Road-E-O
May 13, 2022
Statistics and Names
Many thanks to all of the sponsors who helped make the Road-E-O a reality in Cecil County:
Gold Sponsors:

International Beltway Company
Jesco (John Deere)
Landfill Services Corp.

Silver Sponsors:

Chester County Solid Waste Authority
EA Engineering
Barton & Loguidice

Bronze Sponsors:

Aljon
Herc Rentals

Thursday Dinner:

B.A.I. Group
GT Mid-Atlantic

Friday Breakfast:

Paradigm Software

Friday Lunch:

Berg Construction
CAT

Due to great support by the many sponsors, the Road-E-O did finish in the black!
Many thanks to the agencies and companies which donated door prizes, giveaways, etc.: Aljon, B.A.I. Group, Barton &
Loguidice, Beltway Companies (International), Cecil County Government, Delaware Solid Waste Authority, National Waste
& Recycling Association, and Paradigm Software.
There was a total of 74 registrants, including contestants, guests, and volunteers. Twelve (12) different organizations
registered to send 39 contestants to participate in 53 events. Following are the registered numbers followed by the actual
number who competed on Friday if different:
Refuse Trucks Competition
• Roll-off Truck: 7 contestants
• Front-end Loader Truck: 5 contestants
• Rear-end Loader Truck: 4 contestants

Landfill Equipment Competition
•
•
•
•

Dozer: 14 (15) contestants
Landfill Compactor: 5 contestants
Articulated Dump Truck: 8 contestants
Rubber-tired Front-end Loader: 10 (11) contestants

(See the Road-E-O program on our website at Road-E-O Archives - SWANA: Mid-Atlantic (swana-midatl.org) for more
information on the above, e.g., sponsors’ ads, list of organizations and companies who registered contestants, registered
contestants by the various events, as well as the approximate 30 volunteers who attended to assist in conducting the
actual Road-E-O. Special thank you to all of the Cecil County staff volunteers, as well as Chanda Martino of the Keystone
Chapter who coordinated the online registration, which we had not done before.)

Road-E-O continues on page 6
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After tabulation of the scoring sheets, there were 38 contestants who participated in 55 events of which those “affiliated” with
the Mid-Atlantic Chapter competed in 36 events; Keystone, in 16; and New Jersey, in 3. The top three scores in each event were
recognized; the top two winners, who will receive inscribed plaques, will have the opportunity to attend the International SWANA Road-E-O in Texas in the Fall 2022 to compete with contestants from across the USA and Canada. Third place winners are
eligible to attend if the first or second place winner are not able to attend the International Road-E-O.
Following are the top three winners in each of the seven events. Highlighted are the contestants who represent organizations
with Mid-Atlantic Chapter members and who are based in MD-DE-DC. Congratulations to all the winners, especially to those
representing the Mid-Atlantic Chapter-- Charles County, Delaware Solid Waste Authority, Maryland Environmental Service, and
Republic Services --as these five garnered 12 of the 21 winning positions, including 7 of the 14 first and second place winners!).

REFUSE TRUCKS
Front-end Loader Truck
Rank

Score

Name

Employer

1

311

Chris Powers, Sr.

River Valley Disposal

2

249

John Rothrock

Wayne Township LF

3

113

Anthony Roe

Maryland Environmental Service

Rear-end Loader Truck
Rank

Score

Name

Employer

1

243

Ramon Nazario

ACUA

2

226

Chris Powers, Sr.

River Valley Disposal

3

224

Benny Thompson

Northern Tier Solid Waste Authority

Roll‐off Truck
Rank

Score

Name

Employer

1

257

Matt McMahon

Republic Services (DE)

2

216

John Gloden

Charles County Landfill

3

215

Timothy Givens

Wayne Township LF

LANDFILL EQUIPMENT
Landfill Compactor

Rank

Score

Name

Employer

1

92

David Fleming, Jr.

Northern Tier Solid Waste Authority

2

87

Anne Dixon

Maryland Environmental Service

3

80

James Downes

Delaware Solid Waste Authority

Dozer
Rank

Score

Name

Employer

1

100

David Swift

Republic Services (DE)

2

96

Bruce Pepper

Maryland Environmental Service

3

90

Wayne Hall

Charles County Landfill

Road-E-O continues on page 7
September 13, 2022
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LANDFILL EQUIPMENT continued

Dozer
Rank

Score

Name

Employer

1

100

David Swift

Republic Services (DE)

2

96

Bruce Pepper

Maryland Environmental Service

3

90

Wayne Hall

Charles County Landfill

Articulated Dump Truck
Rank

Score

Name

Employer

1

96

Frank Bellebuono

Delaware Solid Waste Authority

2

94

Chase Weise

Wayne Township LF

3

90

Anthony Roe

Maryland Environmental Service

Wheel Loader
Rank

Score

Name

Employer

1

98

David Watts

Wayne Township LF

2

96

David Swift

Republic Services (DE)

3

93

Tami Scarborough

Maryland Environmental Service

Champion Landfill Equipment Operator
Equipment

Score

Dozer

100

Name
David Swift

Employer
Republic Services (DE)

Thank You to Cecil County Government
Even with contestants, sponsors, and volunteers, there
cannot be a Road-E-O without an available and feasible site
with a willing and energetic group of on-site personnel to
plan, coordinate, and prep, and then plan, coordinate, and
prep some more. Special thanks go to Cecil County
Government for agreeing to host their first ever Regional
Road-E-O and to David Horne (Chief of the Solid Waste
Management Division in the Cecil County Department of
Public Works) for his leadership and driving force in seeing
the event to fruition, as well as thanks to his staff who were
on the Committee—Tanya Adams and Fred Dollinger.
Hosting a Road-E-O is a tremendous amount of work and
responsibility on top of the normal daily work and
responsibilities in operating a sanitary landfill. The result of
their excellent effort (someone suggested “fantastic”) was
that the 2022 Road-E-O was well-organized and wellcoordinated with no significant issues that day. So much so,
that Bob Watts from the Keystone Chapter (the de facto Mid
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-Atlantic Region Road-E-O “godfather”) asked David if Cecil
County could host again in 2023. After some mulling over,
David and Cecil County have said yes:

2023 ROAD-E-O DATES AND LOCATION:
May 18-19, 2023
Cecil County Central Landfill
Probably, there has never been this much advance notice of
the next Mid-Atlantic Regional Road-E-O and its date. With
this advance notice, can the Mid-Atlantic Chapter increase
its Road-E-O participation for 2023 by having even more
contestants with governmental entities within MarylandDelaware-DC promoting participation by its front line staff?
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MRN/Mid-Atlantic SWANA Conference
“Recovery 2022”
By:

Diana Reighart
NE MD Waste Disposal Authority

The 14th joint MRN/SWANA Mid-Atlantic Conference took
place in person for the first time in three years on
Thursday, June 23 after interruption due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The resulting shifts in the landscape and
trajectory of both solid waste and recycling management
made the conference theme of “Recovery 2022” especially
relevant.
To start off the conference, Swarupa Ganguli from the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) discussed the
National Recycling Strategy (LINK) and federal grants
available for solid waste infrastructure and recycling
education. These grants will be available to local and state
governments, as well as some public-private partnerships,
to provide funding for improvements in recycling
infrastructure and furthering education and outreach.
Following this keynote address were a series of concurrent
sessions – one presentation on solid waste and one
presentation on recycling per time block. Between

presentations, there were many exhibitors showcasing
solid waste and recycling products, innovations, and
services and many opportunities for networking.
Solid waste presenters discussed topics such as regional
waste-to-energy initiatives, techniques for measuring
methane at landfills, and integrated solid waste
management system disruption planning. There was also a
presentation on potential environmental legislation that
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would heavily restrict per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) levels in landfills and the Total Oxidizable Precursors
(TOPS) Assay, which provides a comprehensive snapshot of
PFAS end product and precursor levels.
Recycling presenters discussed national and regional
recycling markets trends, legislation that promotes
Maryland recycling market development, and extending
producer responsibility. Additionally, there was a
presentation by Crystal Dreisbach of Don’t Waste Durham
on opportunities to add another “R”, recirculation, to the
traditional 3-R approach of recycle, reuse, and reduce. Her
organization created a system that washes and recirculates
reusable take-out containers at local restaurants in
Durham, NC. To close out the day, Craig Wittig, the Senior
Director of Community Development at The Recycling
Partnership, shared case studies in effective public
communications that offer practical strategies to increase
resident participation while decreasing contamination.

The conference had over 125 attendees from government,
private industry, and non-profits who gained new insights
into solid waste management and recycling trends as we
recover from the pandemic and global supply chain
challenges in 2022.
More information on the conference can be found at: 2022
MRN/SWANA-MA Conference Recap - Maryland Recycling
Network.
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Prince George’s County
Organics Compost Facility Tour
July 14, 2022
By:

Kristyn Oldendorf
Anthesis Group

On July 14th, the Mid-Atlantic Chapter visited the Prince
George's County Organics Composting Facility, also
known as Western Branch.
This compost facility is owned by Prince George’s County and operated by Maryland Environmental Services
(MES), on behalf of the County. This facility processes
over 50,000 tons of material a year (https://
www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/583/OrganicsComposting-Facility) and accepts yard waste and food
waste. It utilizes windrow composting as well as a
unique Gore Cover system, which is an in-vessel aerated pile system with oxygen and temperature monitoring devices that has a four heap process. This system
enables the facility to have a greater capacity and a
shorter timespan to create finished compost.
The end product is the popular Leafgro® and Leafgro GOLD® which are marketed by MES (https://menv.com/service_category/
leafgro/).
Thank you to MES and Prince George's County for hosting us!

September 13, 2022

Page 9

Prince George’s County Expands its
Curbside Food Waste Collection Program
By: Marilyn E. Naumann and Kevin Roy B. Serrona
Prince George’s County, Resource Recovery Division, Department of the Environment

Food waste is a growing global problem and puts a heavy
burden on local governments in terms of managing it at
disposal facilities. The organics stream of waste generates
methane which is a greenhouse gas that is even more
potent than carbon dioxide. An article published by the
World Wildlife Fund reported that about 6-8% of all
anthropogenic-caused greenhouse gas emissions could be
significantly reduced if food wastage is prevented. Prince
George’s County is not spared by this challenge as it
continues to put a strain on its resources in terms of
hauling, processing and landfilling. Additionally, organic
material, such as food scraps, can be returned to earth in
the form of a rich soil nutrient (i.e., compost). In response,
the County re-developed and renamed its Yard Trim
Composting Facility to the Prince George’s County Organics
Composting Facility (PGCOCF). Redevelopment included
the addition of infrastructure in order to accept and
process food waste. While the facility originally opened in
1991, over time, it has grown to become the most
advanced municipal installation of its kind on the East
Coast. In 2018, it added 12 permanent “bunkers” to the six
mobile Gore Cover heaps. The bunker wall system uses
Gore cover technology, which greatly reduces the
timeframe to process food waste mixed with yard trim into
an all-natural compost. Annually, the facility processes
about 70,000 tons of food waste and yard trim sourced
from County residents, some local governments, and
private entities. The final product is called Leaf Gro Gold, a
highly sought-after compost / soil amendment product that
is sold commercially.
Enabled by a County legislation, the County began piloting
food waste composting program in 2014. In 2017 through
2019, it implemented first phase of the food waste curbside
collection program which involved about 200 households.
The program was supported through a grant from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.
The pilot yielded
positive results in terms of managing waste at the county
level through diversion. Local residents favored the
program as well. Significant lessons were learned in terms
of planning for food waste curbside collection, logistic
mobilization, working with existing contracted haulers and
in conducting education outreach. One of the most
important
takeaways
was
the
importance
of
communicating and receiving feedback with the recipients/
stakeholders using multiple methods e.g., face to face,
virtual meetings, workshops, and use of social media
platforms to orient them about benefits, roles, and
responsibilities.
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Inspired by the lessons from the first phase, the County is
implementing the 2nd phase of expansion where 22,000
residents opted-in and curbside collection began on May
15, 2022. Like the first phase, residents were given the
necessary materials such as food waste carts, kitchen pails,
an acceptable material refrigerator magnet and FAQ tools.

It was the County’s plan to also provide sample
biodegradable bags to accompany the kitchen pails,
however, a supply chain issue for a large order caused the
delay in delivery of the order. There are plans and
expectations to have sample acceptable biodegradable
bags by the next time the County provides additional
organics carts for the program. The expansion is part of the
roadmap of bringing food waste curbside collection County
-wide and maximize the potential of the PGCOCF. The
County will provide what is estimated to be its final roll-out
of the food scrap collection service to all residents who
receive County provided collection service, during this
upcoming fiscal year 2023.
The gradual phase of
implementation is meant to give ample time for the County
to make adjustments in program implementation, generate
additional lessons for scaling up opportunities and prepare
communities for this new scheme.

Most importantly, food waste prevention is a key
message that Prince George’s County is aggressively
promoting to its constituents to address this multifaceted and climate change-related problem of
excessive food waste generation.
Prince George’s County Expands its Curbside Food Waste
Collection Program continues on page 11
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While biodegradable bags are not necessary, as residents
may place food scraps in a paper yard bag or keep the
material bag-free, and simply rinse out their cart and
kitchen pails on a more regular basis to keep the collection
containers clean, the biodegradable bags may be used for
convenience. Another lesson learned throughout our
process of implementing a large residential service where
plastic bags are NOT acceptable for collections, is working
with local retailers to ensure they are aware of County
provided services and, thus, a potential demand/increase in
sales of biodegradable bags. This way, the stores can

better stock their shelves, in advance. Also, due to national
supply chain issues, if planning to make a large purchase of
a certain product such as biodegradable bags, it is
recommended to provide a longer than average lead time
to take receipt of a purchase.
We hope this information is helpful in learning about what
Prince George’s County, Maryland, is doing with its food
scraps and useful when designing your own new food scrap
diversion programs and or services!

Please Join Us
for the
SWANA Mid-Atlantic Chapter
Board Meeting, Annual Business Meeting, Election of Officers
And Crab Feast

on Thursday, September 22, 2022
At Bo Brooks Crab House
2780 Lighthouse Point E.
Baltimore, MD 21224
Board Meeting 1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

Business Meeting 2:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Crab Feast 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.
The meeting agendas, conditional proxy form and crab feast flyer with
registration form are available on the SWANA Mid-Atlantic Website:
https://swana-midatl.org/2022/08/18/annual-meeting-september-222022/
September 13, 2022
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Reminders / Wanted














Reporters/writers for our Chapter newsletter.
Important Websites to Remember: www.swana.org, www.swana-midatl.org and www.mdrecycles.org.
Training the Trainers: Contact a Board member if interested in being trained to be a trainer for a SWANA course.
SWANA Web Sessions: If your organization presents web sessions, make them a Chapter event so that all attendees can get
CEU’s. Contact Steve Lippy, Dana Blumberg or Shirl Wright.
Job Vacancies in your Organization: Contact swright@nmwda.org for inclusion in our Chapter newsletter and website.
Articles, information, recent/on-going projects of interest, active purchase orders, etc.: Contact swright@nmwda.org to be
placed in our Chapter newsletter.
Scholarship Sponsors: The Chapter is currently looking for an organization to sponsor the highest scoring candidate. The
sponsor could be any organization and can suggest a name to be given to the award. The Chapter will accept an annual
sponsorship of either $500, $1,000, $1,500 or $2,000. Please contact Steve Lippy or Mehal Trivedi.
Name(s) of Prospective SWANA Members:
Contact either our Chapter Membership Chair, Deji Fawole
dfawole@scsengineers.com or direct the prospective member to our Chapter website www.swana-midatl.org or SWANA’s
website www.swana.org.
Newsletter Ads: These are business card size ads only (2"x 3.5"); $100 for 4 issues. Send your ad in a JPG or PDF file to
swright@nmwda.org. Please make check payable to: Mid-Atlantic Chapter of SWANA and mail to the attention of Shirl Wright
at NE MD Waste Disposal Authority, 100 S. Charles Street, Tower II - Suite 402, Baltimore, MD 21201-2705.
American Academy of Environmental Engineers and Scientists: If you are an environmental engineer or environmental scientist,
you are eligible to become a member or to be certified in solid waste management by the American Academy of Environmental
Engineers and Scientists. See www.swana-midatl.org or www.aaees.org.“

SWANA Guiding Principle:
“Local government is responsible for municipal solid waste management, but not necessarily the ownership
and/or operation of municipal solid waste management systems.”

c/o Northeast Maryland Waste Disposal Authority
Tower II - Suite 402, 100 South Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
John Schott, Newsletter Editor
jschott@nmwda.org
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We’re on the Web!
www.swana-midatl.org
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