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Declan Landis has been awarded the $2,000 George L. Winfield Memorial Scholarship by the
SWANA Mid-Atlantic Chapter and Chapter Scholarship Committee. As a Category I winner,
Declan plans to major in Journalism at Temple University.
The Chapter also voted to forward Declan’s Category I application to SWANA National
Headquarters for a chance of winning additional scholarships.
Declan’s award winning essay appears on page 2 of this newsletter.
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Declan Landis

SWANA Mission Statement:
“Advancing the practice of
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environmentally and economically

Following is Declan Landis’ award winning essay:
“Ever since I was a kid, I’ve heard about the importance of the three Rs: reduce, reuse, and recycle. I’ve
been taught to reduce the amount of waste I produce, reuse items that would otherwise be discarded,
and recycle materials I was finished with so I could save the planet in any small way possible. However,
as time went on, the recycling market has shown its volatility, and it is clear to me that this third R is no

longer as reliable as it once was. This uncertainty has pushed me to educate myself on the benefits of
reduce and reuse so I can limit my need to recycle.
Recycling has long been the most popular of the three Rs. It has been antonymous with throwing items
away and thus is the seemingly easiest solution to save the planet. However, as the need for recycled
material fluctuates and more waste is forced into landfills rather than properly handled, recycling is
becoming more of a problem and less of a solution to the increasing levels of waste, especially in the
Covid-19 pandemic. Companies across the world have found recycling their waste is more expensive
and time consuming than they deem necessary, and it has caused huge losses across the board.
Consumers have been searching for answers, and many have turned to solutions like dumping trash into
the ocean rather than paying the costs of recycling.
Although the problem is dire, the solution is clear: there should be a greater emphasis on reducing our
waste and reusing materials when acceptable. Companies should put in place certain measures that
will keep better track of what they are recycling and, rather than blindly pay more than necessary,
understand what needs to be disposed of and what doesn’t. Keeping track of and reducing waste, like
down-sizing packaging for products, and reusing waste items, like greywater, are ultimately more cost-

effective and safer for the consumer and the environment than recycling because it assures there is less
waste and fewer opportunities for the earth to be harmed and it takes little-to-no cost to control.”

Declan
June 10, 2021
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Legislative and News Updates
SWANA Mid-Atlantic
May 19, 2021
By: Jacob Shepherd, P.E.
Legislative Liaison
JShepherd@scsengineers.com
571-353-2025

SWANA UPDATES
SWANA supports two recycling program improvement bills reintroduced in Congress and is actively working to secure
support from other organizations and members of Congress:
•

The Recycling Enhancements to Collection and Yield through Consumer Learning and Education (RECYCLE) Act,
introduced in the Senate, would create a new federal grant program to help educate households and consumers
about their residential and community recycling programs. Included in this bill are $15 million per year for 5 years
in grants and directing the EPA to develop a model recycling toolkit.

•

The Realizing the Economic Opportunities and Values of Expanding Recycling (RECOVER) Act, introduced in the
House, would similarly fund education and outreach programs, while also investing in recycling infrastructure. The
bill includes $500 million over 5 years in matching grants and requirements for EPA to establish a Recycling
Infrastructure Program and submit a report to Congress detailing implementation of the bill’s provisions.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
Federal
On March 25, 2021, Senator Jeff Merkley (D-0R) reintroduced the Break Free from Plastic Pollution Act S.984, originally
introduced in the 2019 session. This bill would amend the Solid Waste Disposal Act to reduce the production and use of
certain single-use plastic products and packaging, improve responsibilities of producers in the design, collection, reuse,
recycling, and disposal of their consumer products/packaging, and prevent pollution from these products in the
environment. The bill is an example of Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) legislation, which requires producers of
materials either individually or through a producer organization to have certain material management responsibilities after
use of their products.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
FEDERAL NSPS EG PLAN TO BE PUBLISHED – On May 10, 2021, EPA Administrator Michael S. Regan signed a pre-publication
copy of a federal plan implementing the Emission Guidelines (EG) under NSPS 40 CFR 60 Subpart Cf for those states without
approved plans. The requirements specifically apply to landfills last modified or constructed prior to July 2014, or defined as
“existing” landfills. The pre-publication copy has been sent to the Government Printing Office to be published in the Federal
Register. Within the Chapter, this will only affect landfills located in Maryland, as both Delaware and West Virginia have
EPA-approved plans (no subject facilities exist in D.C.). This affects landfills that were last modified or constructed prior to
July 2014 (not subject to NSPS Subpart XXX) as summarized below:
•

Landfills ≥50 Mg/yr. NMOC – These landfills, defined with this action as “legacy controlled landfills”, were already
required under NSPS Subpart WWW to install and operate a gas collection and control system (GCCS). No initial
submittals are required. However, these landfills must comply with the new/changed GCCS operation requirements
within 30 days of publication.
Note that landfills in this category must comply with additional regulatory changes under the updated Subpart
AAAA of the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAPs) of 40 CFR 63 no later than
September 28, 2021. Many of the Subpart AAAA requirements overlap with the requirements of this federal plan,
with some notable exceptions.

Legislative and News Updates continues on page 4
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•

Other “Existing” Landfills – The non-methane organic compound (NMOC) emission rate threshold for installing/
operating a GCCS is reduced to 34 Mg per year. Within 90 days of the effective date of the federal plan, these
landfills are required to submit a design capacity report to the EPA. If landfill capacity is over 2.5 million Mg or 2.5
million m3, that landfill must also submit an NMOC emission rate report. Based on the NMOC emission rate, the
following apply:



If ≥34 Mg/yr. NMOC – Submit a GCCS design plan within 12 months and install/operate a GCCS within 30
months (following the schedule outlined in the federal plan) of the report date showing that the emission
rate is exceeded.
If <34 Mg/yr. NMOC – Submit an updated NMOC emission rate report annually. If using a site-specific
concentration (Tier 2 testing), reconduct testing at least once every 5 years. If the emission rate
threshold is exceeded, follow the previous bullet point.

As always, I am available to answer questions about legislative or regulatory changes and how this may affect your specific
facility. I am excited to announce that I will be presenting a legislative update focusing on new air regulations at the
upcoming MRN/SWANA Mid-Atlantic conference on June 23.

Maryland Legislative
The 442nd legislative session convened on January 13 and adjourned on April 12, 2021.
Bills not Passed:
HB0021 – Recycling – Prohibition on the Chemical Conversion of Plastic – Would have prohibited the building of facilities
that covert plastics to fuel chemical conversion processes and excludes these from the definition of recycling under the
Maryland Recycling Act.
HB0036 – Producer Responsibility for Packaging, Containers, and Paper Products – Would have required producers of these
materials to individually or under a separate stewardship organization submit a stewardship plan to MDE to approval by
10/1/2022. Producers of these materials would be prohibited from selling or distributing these products starting
10/1/2024.
HB0069 – Environment – Single-Use Plastics Restrictions – Beginning January 1, 2022, this bill would have banned food
service business from providing certain single-use food/beverage products unless requested, and providing these to
accommodate customers with physical or medical needs.
HB0082 (SB0151) – Constitutional Amendment – Environmental Rights – This bill would have proposed an amendment to
the Maryland constitution to establish a right of individuals to a healthful environment, declaring the state natural
resources as common property, and establishing that every person has a right to intervene in an action brought by the
state or a local government.
HB0111 – Environmental Justice – At-Risk Communities and Environmental Permits – This bill would have required MDE to
develop a list of at-risk communities and requiring permit applications to include environmental justice impact statements
and hearings before an application is considered.
HB0127 – Maryland Paint Stewardship (Paint EPR) – This bill would have required producers or representative
organizations to submit a plan for establishing a paint stewardship program by January 1, 2022 to MDE for review and
approval.
HB0314 (SB0223) – Plastic Bag Reduction Act – This bill would have prohibited certain retailers from providing plastic
carryout bags to customers by July 1, 2022, except in certain circumstances based on privacy, food safety, or contamination
concerns.
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HB0807 – Task Force to Review and Update the Maryland Recycling Act – This bill would have established a task force to review
and update the Maryland Recycling Act.
HB0866 – Environment – Business Recycling Reporting Requirements – This bill would have required businesses that generate
recyclable material to submit a report to their respective county by March 1 annually.
HB1103 – Task Force to Study Recycling and the Processing of Solid Waste – This bill would have established a task force to
study recycling and solid waste processing to include new MSW processing technologies for waste diversion purposes.
HB1146 – Environment – Mattresses and Box Springs Recycling – This bill would have required counties to include a plan for
decreasing the number of mattresses and box springs disposed of in landfills by 12/31/2024, and requiring the Office of
Recycling in MDE to provide information and resources to divert mattresses and box springs from disposal or incineration.

Bills Passed Both Houses
HB0164 (SB0116) – Office of Recycling – Recycling Market Development – This bill would require the Office of Recycling with
the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) to promote the development of markets for recycled materials and
products in the state and would require the state to identify businesses that use recycled materials.
HB0248 – Condominiums and HOA Restrictions on Composting – Would prohibit a condominium association or HOA from
restricting or prohibiting composting by individuals under these organizations.
HB0264 (SB0483) – Separation of Food Residuals – Organics Recycling and Waste Diversion – Would require generators of food
residuals to separate the residuals from other solid waste for final disposal. Methods include waste reduction, donation, onsite recycling systems, and/or transporting for agricultural or organic recycling facility use. A Waste Dive article that discusses
this bill further is available here.
HB0280 (SB0304) – Recyclable Materials and Resource Recovery Facilities – Alterations – Would alter the definition of
recyclable materials under the Maryland Recycling Act to exclude incinerator ash and repeal the ability of a county to utilize
resource recovery facilities to meet 5 percent of waste reduction in county recycling plans.
HB0391 (SB0716) – Prohibition on Releasing a Balloon Into the Atmosphere – Would prohibit persons over 13 years old,
corporations, and other entities from releasing balloons into the atmosphere.
HB1207 – Commission on Environmental Justice and Sustainable Communities – Would alter membership of the Commission,
require diversity in membership, requiring 6 meetings per year, and other requirements.

Maryland MDE
No updates since last meeting, still waiting on staff recommendation document. MDE is developing a state implementation plan
for new rules under the emission guidelines (EG) of 40 CFR 60 Subpart Cf, which were finalized in 2016. Additionally, MDE is
looking at additional requirements for reducing methane emissions from landfills. A draft regulation is expected soon. Note
that a federal plan implementing the EG will be published soon, and Maryland landfills will be subject to this plan until the state
EG plan is approved by EPA.
Delaware Legislative
The 2021 Delaware General Assembly legislative session convened on January 12, 2021 and will adjourn on June 30, 2021. Bills
related to solid waste and recycling are listed below:
SB01 – Amending the Delaware Litter Control Act (releasing of balloons) – Delaware Litter Control Law – Passed Senate; Moved
out of House committee
SB47 – This bill would include yard waste in types of trash/litter that is illegal to discard on a highway.
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District of Columbia Legislative
Council Period 23 began on January 2, 2021 and will end at 12:00 p.m. on January 2, 2023. Currently no bills related to solid
waste and recycling are being considered.
West Virginia Legislative / Regulatory
On June 1, 2021, revised air rules under Title 45 of the Code of State Regulations (CSR) Series 23 will take effect, which affects
landfills that were constructed or last modified before July 2014. Revisions to the rule (originally effective June 2018) include
minor changes to incorporate the updated regulations under NESHAP Subpart AAAA and additional minor editorial changes.

NEWS UPDATES
This Start-Up is Recycling Abandoned Wooden Homes in Baltimore – World Economic Forum – April 1, 2021 – Natalie Marchant
Washington, DC, Zero Waste Bill is Now Law, Though Funding Remains Uncertain – Waste Dive – April 5, 2021 – Maria Rachal
NERC Conference Explores EPR, Refillable Bottle and Circular Economy Possibilities – Waste Dive – April 7, 2021 – Megan Quinn
Alaska Airlines To Use Sustainable Aviation Fuel Made From Municipal Solid Waste – NASDAQ/RTT News – April 14, 2021
Sussex Approves Bioenergy Devco Litter Digester Plant – Delaware Business Times – April 20, 2021 – Katie Tabeling
Can Recycled Glass Help Restore Louisiana’s Eroding Coastline? – The Guardian – April 16, 2021 – Lauren Stroh

The May 2021 Legislative and News Updates are also posted on the Chapter’s Website at the following link:
https://swana-midatl.org/2021/05/19/legislative-news-updates-swana-mid-atlantic/

June 10, 2021
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2021
MRN/SWANA Mid-Atlantic
Annual Conference
(Virtual)
June 23, 2021 (1-5 p.m.)
June 24, 2021 (9 a.m.-12 p.m.)
2021 MRN / SWANA-MidAtlantic Annual Conference invites you to explore key questions…
Check out REVISION 2021…maybe there is a more productive way to look at our options for 2021 and beyond.
Your ticket lets you open the door to …
•

Technical sessions that bring you up-to-date on the hottest topics in the industry including changing waste
management and recycling models, policy & regulation, commodities markets, new technologies and
more. See what’s on the program.

•

Sponsors sharing the latest and greatest tools & equipment to help you do your job better. Vendors – Check
out these opportunities to present your solutions to the conference audience.

•

Networking opportunities to connect with your peers – Take a virtual step out of your office environment and
be among those who understand what you’re faced with day in and day out. This conference will offer
numerous opportunities for you to converse with your fellow recycling professionals.

•

Recharge your thinking and inspire creative approaches. The ideas you generate could improve your program
– and your career.

Registration Details...
WASTECON 2021:
The Route to Sustainable Strength
In Person - Orlando, Florida
November 1-3, 2021
Registration & Details Coming Soon...
June 10, 2021
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Reminders / Wanted














Reporters/writers for our Chapter newsletter.
Important Websites to Remember: www.swana.org, www.swana-midatl.org and www.mdrecycles.org.
Training the Trainers: Contact a Board member if interested in being trained to be a trainer for a SWANA course.
SWANA Web Sessions: If your organization presents web sessions, make them a Chapter event so that all attendees can get
CEU’s. Contact Steve Lippy, Dana Murray or Shirl Wright.
Job Vacancies in your Organization: Contact swright@nmwda.org for inclusion in our Chapter newsletter and website.
Articles, information, recent/on-going projects of interest, active purchase orders, etc.: Contact swright@nmwda.org to be
placed in our Chapter newsletter.
Scholarship Sponsors: The Chapter is currently looking for an organization to sponsor the highest scoring candidate. The
sponsor could be any organization and can suggest a name to be given to the award. The Chapter will accept an annual
sponsorship of either $500, $1,000, $1,500 or $2,000. Please contact Steve Lippy or Mehal Trivedi.
Name(s) of Prospective SWANA Members:
Contact either our Chapter Membership Chair, Deji Fawole
dfawole@scsengineers.com or direct the prospective member to our Chapter website www.swana-midatl.org or SWANA’s
website www.swana.org.
Newsletter Ads: These are business card size ads only (2"x 3.5"); $100 for 4 issues. Send your ad in a JPG or PDF file to
swright@nmwda.org. Please make check payable to: Mid-Atlantic Chapter of SWANA and mail to the attention of Shirl Wright
at NE MD Waste Disposal Authority, 100 S. Charles Street, Tower II - Suite 402, Baltimore, MD 21201-2705.
American Academy of Environmental Engineers and Scientists: If you are an environmental engineer or environmental scientist,
you are eligible to become a member or to be certified in solid waste management by the American Academy of Environmental
Engineers and Scientists. See www.swana-midatl.org or www.aaees.org.“

SWANA Guiding Principle:
“Local government is responsible for municipal solid waste management, but not necessarily the ownership
and/or operation of municipal solid waste management systems.”

c/o Northeast Maryland Waste Disposal Authority
Tower II - Suite 402, 100 South Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Stephen T. Lezinski, Newsletter Editor
slezinski@bartonandloguidice.com

June 10, 2021

We’re on the Web!
www.swana-midatl.org
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