
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

SWANA Mission Statement: 

 

“Advancing the practice of 

environmentally and 

economically sound 

management of municipal 

solid waste in North 

America.”   

SOLID WASTE NEWS 
for Waste Professionals 

February 18, 2021 

 

COVID, Communications, and Community are 
the main themes that I took away from 
WASTECON. Over the course of three days, 
January 26th to 28th, WASTECON featured 
sessions on recycling, technology, finances, 
leadership, and other topics relevant to the 
industry.  As always, WASTECON brought 
together speakers and participants from around 
the country, but this WASTECON also featured an 
update on the ISWA scholarship kids, a session 
presented in Spanish by speakers from Latin 
America, and participants from Colombia. The 
diverse and engaging sessions gave participants 
knowledge and tools to lead during these unique 
times. As I reflected on the event, I kept coming 
back to the themes of COVID management, 
Communications, and Community. 
 

COVID – Speakers from industries and cities 
presented on the importance of resiliency, 
paying for waste management in an economic 
downturn, and reinventing organizations in 
response to COVID. Multiple leaders discussed 
the steps they had taken to support their 
employees and to keep them safe. We also heard 
a reoccurring sentiment that COVID highlighted 
the value of the waste industry and the essential 
workers that keep society running.  
 

Communications – A presentation on media 
relations provided tips on how and what to say 
when speaking to reporters, as well as how to 

present yourself. This session is key for anyone 
who may participate in or prepare for a press 
event or even a public meeting. The 
session “How to Successfully Achieve EPA’s New 
50% Recycling Goal” reminded us of the 
importance of communicating with the public to 
decrease contamination and of having 
conversations between the waste industry and 
product manufacturers to increase efficiencies 
and strengthen domestic markets.  
 

Community – WASTECON always brings together 
the SWANA community, and this digital forum 
provided the opportunity to do so without 
leaving home. The discussions reminded me that 
we are facing similar challenges and solutions 
across the country. It also showed the 
importance of our global community. SWANA has 
started to provide training for landfill operations 
in Latin America, held in Spanish. We are 
fortunate to have the large and growing 
community of SWANA members who support 
one another through all the ups and downs. After 
a tumultuous 2020, WASTECON started 2021 off 
on the right track.  
 

You can still register for access to WASTECON 
recordings on the WASTECON website: https://
swana.swoogo.com/v-wastecon-jan-2021/. The 
Chapter also has the ability to purchase 
individual keynote sessions to play as a Chapter 
event.  
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Silver Spring, MD – The U.S. Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) released the 2019 National Census of 
Fatal Occupational Injuries showing that refuse and recyclable materials collectors had the 6th deadliest occupation in the 
United States. This is a slight improvement from being 5th on the list, where it has been for the past several years. The 
workplace fatality rate for this group declined from 44.3 in 2018 to 35.2.  This is still above the 2017 and 2016 rates which 
were 35.0 and 34.1, respectively.   

SWANA Pushes to Keep Reducing Incidents through 
Continued Safety Focus, Training & Resources 

Solid waste collection (NAICS 562111) saw a reduction in fatalities in 2019, with 43 worker deaths.  This is down from 57 
in 2018 but remains well above the average rate of 36.6 over the previous 8 years. 
 
Fatalities at material recovery facilities (NAICS 562920) remained unchanged from the previous year with 3.  The data 
profile for solid waste landfills (NAICS 562212) does not show any fatalities listed for 2019.  SWANA’s 2019 fatality report 
recorded 11 fatalities occurring at landfills, including several incidents involving landfill workers and contract employees. 
SWANA intends to reach out to BLS for additional clarification concerning its 2019 landfill employee category. 
 
“Although the reduction in worker fatalities last year compared to 2018 is welcome, the frequency of these fatal 
incidents is still above historical averages, and remains too high,” stated David Biderman, SWANA’s Executive Director 
and CEO.  “We expect to report a further decline for the current year when SWANA releases its annual industry safety 
report for 2020 in connection with our February 2021 Safety Summit.  SWANA will continue providing useful safety 
resources and information to the public and private sector waste industry, in both the United States and Canada, in our 
effort to reduce fatalities, accidents, collisions, and claims involving our employees, trucks, heavy equipment and 
facilities.  Nothing we do is more important.” Biderman added. 
 
SWANA Pushes to Keep Reducing Incidents through Continued Safety Focus...continues on page 3 
 

https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cfoi.pdf
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/cfoi.pdf
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Waste Connections first operating value is safety,” said Shawn Mandel, Vice President of Safety & Risk at Waste 
Connections. “The safety of our team members and the communities we are privileged to serve is of paramount 
importance. Our partnership with public and private sector industry professionals and associations like SWANA, are 
instrumental to help improve the waste industry safety performance and reduce the loss of lives. We sincerely thank 
SWANA and their member organizations for the support and leadership to drive the safety message throughout our 
industry.” 
 
In November, BLS released 2019 employer-reported injury and illness data showing an increase in the injury and illness 
rate for landfill workers. Employees doing collection and at MRFs saw decreases in their incident rates last year. 
 
The results of the 2019 worker fatality census and injury and illness data will be addressed at the virtual SWANA Safety 
Summit on February 25, 2021. SWANA’s 2020 fatality report will also be released as part of the Summit, followed by 
deep dives by industry safety experts into what this data means for collection and post-collection safety. Industry 
leaders will also gather to discuss their response to the pandemic along with lessons learned to prepare for future 
challenges. The SWANA Safety Summit will be an excellent opportunity to understand exactly where the industry stands 
and how we can do better. 
 
Source:  https://swana.org/news/swana-news/article/2020/12/16/bls-reports-solid-waste-and-recycling-collectors-have-
sixth-highest-fatality-rate 
 
 
 

https://swana.org/news/newsletters/article/november-19-2020/safety-matters?_zs=4edoa1
https://swana.org/initiatives/safety/swana-safety-summit
https://swana.org/initiatives/safety/swana-safety-summit
https://swana.org/news/swana-news/article/2020/12/16/bls-reports-solid-waste-and-recycling-collectors-have-sixth-highest-fatality-rate
https://swana.org/news/swana-news/article/2020/12/16/bls-reports-solid-waste-and-recycling-collectors-have-sixth-highest-fatality-rate
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By: Kevin Roy B. Serrona, Planner IV 
 Prince George’s County  
 Dept. of the Environment / Resource Recovery Division 

Curbside recycling contamination is a pressing 
problem that local governments face.  Prince 
George’s County is not a stranger to this problem 
and so it conducts regular waste audits at its 
Material Recovery Facility (MRF) to assess 
contamination of recyclable materials collected 
from the curbside.  Results revealed that some 
jurisdictions in the County have high 
contamination rate which means that recycling 
carts solely dedicated for paper, plastic, metal 
and glass are mixed with foreign materials.  The 
impact of this to the County’s MRF is huge 
because unacceptable materials lead to 
equipment downtime, translates into costs and 
overwhelms the ability of the facility to process 
materials.  In response, the Resource Recovery 
Division (RRD) of the Department of the 
Environment came up with multi-faceted 
interventions to reduce recycling contamination 
with focus on elevating the awareness of the 
residents on proper recycling at the household 
level.  A three-pronged approach consisting of intensified curbside inspection, recycling events and use of social media 
platforms was crafted.  In late 2019 and into 2020 and prior to COVID-19, recycling inspectors started to make their 
presence felt in targeted residential communities and interacted with residents and provided flyers.  They also tagged 
contaminated recycling bins to inform waste haulers not to collect them until they are fixed.  Some 5,000 houses were 
visited, over 900 carts tagged and over 4,000 flyers were distributed.     
 
On the outreach part, recycling events at supermarkets were held on a weekly basis and distributed 650 reusable bags, 
flyers and over 200 pens and mouse pads imprinted with bilingual recycling tips.  When COVID-19 hit Maryland, the 
campaign shifted to virtual campaign and additionally reminded residents that used masks and PPEs should not be placed in 
recycling bins as they harm waste collectors and workers at the MRF.  The virtual informational campaign continues, and in-
person events will resume when current situation normalizes.   
 

The SWANA Mid-Atlantic Chapter is a believer in supporting the higher education goals of today’s youth. The Chapter offers 
college scholarships to eligible students working toward undergraduate or graduate college degrees. In addition, the 
Chapter will submit the application of the most-qualified, eligible candidate for the Grant H. Flint Scholarship Awards 
Program administered by SWANA International.  The deadline to apply for scholarships is May 1, 2021. 
 
The Scholarship Eligibility Criteria, Instructions and Application forms may be downloaded from the Chapter’s Website at 
the following link:  https://swana-midatl.org/2020/11/06/scholarship-information-2020/ 
 
For additional information on the Mid-Atlantic Chapter’s Scholarship Program, or if you have problems downloading any of 
the documents from the Chapter Website, please contact Mehal Trivedi at (301) 600-3043 
or mtrivedi@frederickcountymd.gov. 

Prince George’s County Intensifies 
Recycling Contamination Campaign 

Recycling event at a supermarket 

https://swana.org/community/awards-scholarships/scholarships-internships
https://swana.org/community/awards-scholarships/scholarships-internships
https://swana-midatl.org/2020/11/06/scholarship-information-2020/
mailto:mtrivedi@frederickcountymd.gov
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The American Academy of 
Environmental Engineers and Scientists® 
has a specialty certification board for 
environmental engineers and 
environmental scientists and is 
dedicated to improving the quality of 
practice of environmental engineering 
and environmental science. 
Headquartered in Annapolis, Maryland, 
AAEES offers Board Certification of 
Environmental Engineers (BCEE and 
BCEEM) and Board Certification of 
Environmental Scientists (BCES) from 
around the world.  
 
Environmental engineers are Board 
Certified in the following eight 
specialties: 
 

Air Pollution Control   
Environmental Sustainability  
General Environmental Engineering 
Hazardous Waste Management  
Industrial Hygiene 
Radiation Protection 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT  
Water Supply/Wastewater Eng.  

 

The Academy Board, as of 2013, also 
certifies environmental scientists, 
presently in nine specialties: 
 

Air Resources 
Environmental Biology 
Environmental Chemistry 
Environmental Microbiology 
Environmental Toxicology 
Groundwater & the Subsurface Env.  
Surface Water Resources 
Sustainability Science 
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 
Surface Water Resources 
Sustainability Science 

 
The Academy's Board Certification 
program, accredited by the Council of 
Engineering and Scientific Specialty 
Boards, has existed since 1955.  A 
professional engineering license is a 
prerequisite for BCEE (Board Certified 
Environmental Engineer) certification 
along with at least eight years of 
experience, and a bachelor's degree in 
environmental engineering or related 
engineering degree from an accredited 
engineering program. The BCEEM (Board 

Certified Environmental Engineering 
Member) does not require licensure, but 
does require at least twenty years of 
experience, including ten years in 
leadership. The Academy also provides 
leadership in the accreditation of 
environmental engineering curricula, 
and the dissemination of technical and 
professional information to the public 
and the profession. SWANA, along with 
eleven other professional groups, is a 
supporting organization of the American 
Academy of Environmental Engineers 
and Scientists. Contact either Robert 
(Bob) Gardner, P.E., BCEE, SWANA’s 
Trustee to the AAEES Board of Trustees, 
at  bgardner@scsengineers.com for 
additional information; or a Mid-Atlantic 
Chapter member, Stephen (Steve) G. 
Lippy, P.E., BCEE, S.C., at 
s.lippy@verizon.net, who has been 
AAEES certified since 1982 and was the 
SWANA Trustee on the AAEES BOT from 
2007-2012. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Academy Members: 
 
Our non-profit partner, the Environmental Engineering and Science Foundation, is offering six scholarships to students majoring 
in Environmental Engineering and Environmental Science.  Making students aware of the availability of financial assistance is one 
of the biggest challenges.  Each of us knows a professor or can contact a financial aid office at our alma mater or a local 
university or community college.  You may even know a deserving student! 
 
Two scholarships ($2,500 each) are available to Community College transfer students.  Four ($2,500 each) are available to 
students pursuing Master’s degrees.  Last year’s program was a success, drawing a large number of applicants and awards to 
four very bright students.  We are adding two new scholarships this year. 
 
Would you take a minute to make contact with a colleague who could direct students to this scholarship program? 
 
For more information, go to https://www.eesfoundation.org/scholarship/ 

Scholarships Available 
for Environmental Engineering 

& Environmental Science Majors 

mailto:bgardner@scsengineers.com
mailto:s.lippy@verizon.net
https://www.eesfoundation.org/
https://www.eesfoundation.org/scholarship/
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By: Jacob Shepherd, P.E. 
 Legislative Liaison  
 JShepherd@scsengineers.com 
 571-353-2025  

SWANA Updates 
 
On December 21, 2020, SWANA sent a letter to the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) to include solid 
waste and recycling workers in Phase 1b in their COVID vaccine prioritization.  Comments were also submitted to Governor Larry 
Hogan (chair of the National Governor’s Association), congressional leaders, and the transition team for President Elect Biden.  
While the distribution and timing for different priority groups varies between states, many states are using CDC’s guidance for 
development of their plans.   
 
SWANA submitted comments to the EPA regarding the National Recycling Strategy, which is currently in draft form.  The metrics 
and associated national recycling goals will represent the first time that the federal government has set an objective for recycling at 
a nationwide level.  They will serve as important metrics for years to come and are likely to influence how recycling is measured at 
the state and local level.  The EPA intends to finalize this strategy in April 2021. 
 
Legislative Updates 
 
International Markets 
 
On January 1, 2021, various changes in international import rules will take effect, further complicating recycling markets.  One of 
which is the recent amendment that bans the export and imports of mixed and contaminated unmixed recovered plastics materials.  
While the U.S. is not one of the 187 participants in the Basel Convention, it must abide by these changes or seek multilateral 
agreements in order to export waste that falls under this ban. 
 
To add to the challenges in recycling markets, China recent confirmed that recovered fiber will be included under an expanded ban 
starting January 1.  An unofficial English translation of the new ban was shared by the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries (ISRI).  
This adds to existing bans under the National Sword program which was announced in 2019.  Additional import restrictions are 
likely as materials are increasingly diverted to other Asian counties, which do not have the same infrastructure for handling the 
materials.   
 
Federal 
 
The Save Our Seas 2.0 Act (S.1982) was passed on December 1, 2020 and signed into law by the President on December 18, 2020.  
The bill provides a path for developing solutions to remove plastics and other wastes from our oceans.  Additionally it provides $55 
million per year under an annual grant program administered by the states to local governments for 5 years, a total of $275 million, 
for municipal recycling programs and local post-consumer materials management programs.  However, some are concerned that 
the bill does not provide enough and may limit the willingness of congress to pass additional bills.   
 
SWANA remains in communication with congressional offices for the RECOVER and RECYCLE Act, which are still being considered in 
congress.  SWANA did note on a recent Core Advocacy Group call that leadership in the House’s Committee on Energy and 
Commerce have signaled interest in a recycling bill in 2021.  SWANA does not yet know what might be included in a bill, but believe 
that it will likely contain aspects of the RECOVER and RECYCLE Acts. 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
 
Incoming President Biden has announced that Michael S. Regan will be nominated to lead the EPA.  Regan currently heads the 
North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality, where he forged a multi-million dollar settlement with Duke Energy over coal 
ash cleanup and established an environmental justice advisory board.  He is expected to play a central role in combating climate 
change, moving to more clean energy, and address environmental justice.   
 
Legislative and News Updates continues on page 5 

Legislative and News Updates 

SWANA Mid-Atlantic 

mailto:JShepherd@scsengineers.com
https://swana.org/news/swana-news/article/2020/12/21/swana-urges-cdc-to-explicitly-identify-waste-recycling-workers-as-frontline-essential-for-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-releases-draft-national-recycling-strategy
https://resource-recycling.com/recycling/2020/12/01/china-confirms-expanded-import-ban-starting-jan-1/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=internal&utm_campaign=Dec+1+RR
https://images.magnetmail.net/images/clients/ISRIID/attach/20201124ChinaSWimportbanEN.pdf
https://www.wastedive.com/news/congress-save-our-seas-plastic-swana-acc-beyond-plastics/591678/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20Weekly%20Roundup:%20Waste%20Dive:%20Daily%20Dive%2012-12-2020&utm_term=Waste%20Dive%20Weekender
https://wasteadvantagemag.com/isri-applauds-the-signing-of-save-our-seas-act-into-law/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/12/17/biden-epa-regan/
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The EPA has released new interim guidance for public comment on destroying and disposing of PFAS and PFAS containing 
materials, including landfill leachate, soils and biosolids, PFAS-containing waste streams from manufacturing, textiles treated 
with PFAS, and other materials.  The EPA is also providing guidance on testing and monitoring of air, effluent, and soil for 
releases near potential destruction or disposal sites.  Note that SWANA is accepting comments from Chapter members and has 
requested feedback by February 5, 2021. 
 
The EPA is requesting comments on the beneficial use and disposal of coal combustion residuals (CCR), or coal ash.  In 2015, the 
EPA published a final rule that encouraged the beneficial use of CCR, but was proposed for changes by the EPA in August 2019.  
EPA has deferred the rule until after soliciting comments.  Comments are due to the EPA by February 22, 2021.  Read the Federal 
Register notice and find out where to submit comments here. 
 
On December 9, 2020, the EPA finalized a procedural rule that changes the rulemaking process under the Clean Air Act.  
Specifically, this rule addresses cost benefit analysis for every rulemaking process.  Critics point out that this may limit the use of 
secondary benefits in the rulemaking process, such as health benefits of EPA rules, which have been significant drivers under 
previous EPA rules. 
 
Maryland Legislative 
 
The 442nd legislative session convened on January 13, 2021.  Bills related to solid waste and recycling are listed below. 
 
HB0021 – Recycling – Prohibition on the Chemical Conversion of Plastic – This bill prohibits the building of facilities that covert 
plastics to fuel using certain chemical conversion processes. 
 
HB0082 (SB0151) – Constitutional Amendment – Environmental Rights – This bill would propose an amendment to the Maryland 
constitution to establish a right of individuals to a healthful environment and declaring the state natural resources as common 
property. 
 
HB0111 – Environmental Justice – At-Risk Communities and Environmental Permits – This bill would require MDE to develop a 
list of at-risk communities and requiring permit applications to include environmental justice impact statements and hearings. 
 
HB0127 – Maryland Paint Stewardship (Paint EPR) – This bill would require producers or representative organizations to submit 
a plan for establishing a paint stewardship program by January 1, 2022. 
 
HB0164 (SB0116) – Office of Recycling – Recycling Market Development – This bill would require the Office of Recycling with the 
Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) to promote the development of markets for recycled materials and products in 
the state. 
 
HB0248 – Condominiums and HOA Restrictions on Composting – This bill would prohibit a condominium association or HOA 
from restricting or prohibiting composting by individuals under these organizations. 
 
HB0264 – Separation of Food Residuals – Solid Waste Management – Organics Recycling and Waste Diversion – This bill would 
require generators of food residuals to separate the residuals from final disposal. 
 
HB0280 (SB0304) – Recyclable Materials and Resource Recovery Facilities – Alterations – This bill would alter the definition of 
recyclable materials under the Maryland Recycling Act to exclude incinerator ash and repeal the ability of a county to utilize 
resource recovery facilities to meet 5 percent of waste reduction in county recycling plans. 
 
HB0314 (SB0223) – Plastic Bag Reduction Act – This bill would prohibit certain retailers from providing plastic carryout bags to 
customers by July 1, 2022. 
 
HB0391 – Prohibition on Releasing a Balloon Into the Atmosphere – This bill would prohibit persons over 13 years old and 
corporations from releasing balloons into the atmosphere. 
 
Legislative and News Updates continues on page 6 

https://www.epa.gov/pfas/interim-guidance-destroying-and-disposing-certain-pfas-and-pfas-containing-materials-are-not
https://www.epa.gov/coalash/notice-data-availability-disposal-coal-combustion-residuals-electric-utilities
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/22/2020-27525/hazardous-and-solid-waste-management-system-disposal-of-coal-combustion-residuals-from-electric
https://www.epa.gov/air-and-radiation/final-rule-increasing-consistency-considering-benefits-and-costs-clean-air-act
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0021?ys=2021RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0082
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0151?ys=2021RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0111
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0127
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0164?ys=2021RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/sb0116?ys=2021RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0248
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0264?ys=2021RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0280?ys=2021RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0280?ys=2021RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0314
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0223?ys=2021RS
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0391?ys=2021RS
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Maryland MDE 
 

No updates since last meeting, still waiting on staff recommendation document.  MDE held a stakeholders meeting on new 
landfill air regulations on September 21.  During the meeting, MDE discussed their current efforts to develop a state 
implementation plan for the emission guidelines (EG) under 40 CFR 60 Subpart Cf, which were finalized in 2016.  Additionally, 
MDE is looking at additional requirements for reducing methane emissions from landfills.  MDE is currently working on a staff 
recommendation document (essentially an outline of a draft regulation not yet reviewed by senior staff) planned for fall of this 
year.  A draft regulation is expected by the end of the year and a final regulation is expected in spring of 2021. 
 

Delaware Legislative 
 

The 2021 Delaware General Assembly legislative session convened on January 12, 2021.  Bills related to solid waste and 
recycling are listed below: 
 

SB24 – Amending the Delaware Litter Control Act (releasing of balloons) 
 

District of Columbia Legislative 
 

Council Period 23 began on January 2, 2021 and will end at 12:00 p.m. on January 2, 2023.   
 

On December 22, 2020, the May signed the Zero Waste Omnibus Amendment Act of 2019 (B23-0506), which would require a 
plan for comprehensive organics management and recycling infrastructure among other changes to waste and recycling 
management in the City.   
 

News Updates 
 

The Best Friend of U.S. National Parks Is … a Car Company? – Bloomberg Businessweek – Jennifer Flowers – December 8, 2020 – 
Starting in 2004, when it turned an assembly facility into the country’s first zero-landfill auto plant, Subaru has built a 
reputation of environmental responsibility unparalleled among automakers.  In partnership with the National Park Service 
beginning in 2015, Subaru’s Don’t Feed the Landfills program has reduced landfill waste from National Parks by half through 
recycling, composting, and educational initiatives. 
 

Environmental Groups Urge Biden to Take Action on Plastics, Prioritize Market Development – Waste Dive – Maria Rachal – 
December 9, 2020 – More than 500 community and environmental groups are urging President-elect Biden to take action on 
plastics waste.  The ideas, including the creation of an office on Recycling Market Development and Waste Reduction 
Innovation and appoint a plastic pollution czar to coordinate federal agency plastic reduction, were released in the Presidential 
Plastics Action Plan. 
 

Single-Use Plastic Bag Ban Begins in Delaware – Delaware State News – The Capital Daily – Mike Finney – December 31, 2020 – 
Effective New Year’s Day, retailers may no longer provide plastic bags at checkout, unless they charge a fee.   
 

Rise in Takeout Waste Presents New Opportunity for Reusable Containers – Waste Dive – Karine Vann – January 6, 2021 – 
Restrictions on indoor dining and consumer safety concerns have increased the use of disposal food service containers.  To 
address the increase in waste to landfills, restaurants look to innovative companies such as Dispatch Goods to provide meals in 
fully-reusable containers that can be returned, cleaned, and redistributed.  The COVID health crises has created an opportunity 
for these companies unparalleled to any other time in modern history. 
 

Baltimore to Spend Up to $7 Million to Restart Recycling Service Next Week – Baltimore Sun – Emily Opilo – January 13, 2021 – 
Baltimore will spend up to $7 million to provide curbside recycling collection for the first time in nearly five months with the 
help of 5 contractors, city officials recently announced.  
 

Will 2021 Be the Year for Environmental Justice Legislation?  States Are Already Leading the Way – Inside Climate News – 
Kristoffer Tigue – January 15, 2021 – New state laws across the country have added environmental justice provisions to the 
permitting process, which seek to address the idea that pollution disproportionately affects low-income communities and 
communities of color while receiving low benefits from government regulation and investment.  Increasingly more states are 
including environmental justice in the permitting process.  Additionally, with Biden’s pick for EPA Administrator, environmental 
justice may become a national priority. 
 

The January 2021 Legislative and News Updates are also posted on the Chapter’s Website:  https://swana-
midatl.org/2021/01/22/legislative-news-updates-swana-mid-atlantic/ 

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/regulations/air/pages/armaregulationsstakeholders.aspx
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail?legislationId=48264
https://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B23-0506
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-12-08/subaru-of-america-cleans-up-garbage-problem-in-u-s-national-parks?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20Weekly%20Roundup:%20Waste%20Dive:%20Daily%20Dive%2012-12-2020&utm_term=Waste%20
https://www.wastedive.com/news/presidential-plastics-action-plan-biden/591865/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Issue:%202020-12-09%20Waste%20Dive:%20Recycling%20%5Bissue:31339%5D&utm_term=Waste%20Dive:%20Recycling
https://plasticfreepresident.org/#coalition
https://plasticfreepresident.org/#coalition
https://delawarestatenews.net/news/single-use-plastic-bag-ban-begins-in-delaware/
https://www.wastedive.com/news/coronavirus-takeout-reusable-container-dispatch-goods/592849/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20Weekly%20Roundup:%20Waste%20Dive:%20Daily%20Dive%2001-09-2021&utm_term=Waste%20Dive%20Weekender
https://www.baltimoresun.com/politics/bs-md-pol-recycling-restart-20210113-agteox2mjnfobd2ssa4hh3z3na-story.html
https://insideclimatenews.org/news/15012021/environmental-justice-in-2021-legislation/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20Weekly%20Roundup:%20Waste%20Dive:%20Daily%20Dive%2001-16-2021&utm_term=Waste%20Dive%20Weekender
https://swana-midatl.org/2021/01/22/legislative-news-updates-swana-mid-atlantic/
https://swana-midatl.org/2021/01/22/legislative-news-updates-swana-mid-atlantic/
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2021 MRN/SWANA Mid-Atlantic 
Annual Conference 

 
June 24, 2021 

 
BWI Marriott 

                                  1743 West Nursery Road 
                                 Linthicum, MD 21090 

 
 

Registration Opening Soon... 

 

June 14-17, 2021 
Kansas City, MO 

 

SOAR is SWANA's new technical conference. SOAR is 
built on the essence of SWANApalooza, driving the 
power and connection of the entire solid waste 
community.  

 
WASTECON 2021 

Orlando, FL 
 

November 1-3, 2021  

Additional Details Available May 2021 

 

       UPDATE 
      2021 Mid-Atlantic Regional 

       Road-E-O 
 

Unfortunately, the 2021 Mid-Atlantic Regional Road-E-O will not take place. 
 
If anyone has a site, which could be used for 2022, please contact s.lippy@verizon.net. 

https://www.marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/event/2021-mrn-swana-midatlantic-annual-conference/
https://www.marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/event/2021-mrn-swana-midatlantic-annual-conference/
https://www.marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/event/2021-mrn-swana-midatlantic-annual-conference/
https://www.marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/event/2021-mrn-swana-midatlantic-annual-conference/
https://www.marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/event/2021-mrn-swana-midatlantic-annual-conference/
https://swanasoar.org/
https://swanasoar.org/
https://swanasoar.org/
https://store.swana.org/store/events/registration.aspx?event=WC2021
https://store.swana.org/store/events/registration.aspx?event=WC2021
https://store.swana.org/store/events/registration.aspx?event=WC2021
https://store.swana.org/store/events/registration.aspx?event=WC2021
https://store.swana.org/store/events/registration.aspx?event=WC2021
mailto:S.lippy@verizon.net


 

We’re on the Web! 

www.swana-midatl.org 

c/o Northeast Maryland Waste Disposal Authority 
Tower II - Suite 402, 100 South Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

Stephen T. Lezinski, Newsletter Editor 
slezinski@bartonandloguidice.com 

  SWANA Guiding Principle: 
 

 “Local government is responsible for municipal solid waste management, but not necessarily the ownership 
  and/or operation of municipal solid waste management systems.” 

Reminders / Wanted 
 Reporters”/writers for our Chapter newsletter. 

 Important Websites to Remember:  www.swana.org, www.swana-midatl.org and www.mdrecycles.org. 

 Training the Trainers:  Contact a Board member if interested in being trained to be a trainer for a SWANA course. 

 SWANA Web Sessions:  If your organization presents web sessions, make them a Chapter event so that all attendees can get 
CEU’s.  Contact Steve Lippy, Dana Murray or Shirl Wright. 

 Job Vacancies in your Organization:  Contact swright@nmwda.org for inclusion in our Chapter newsletter and website. 

 Articles, information, recent/on-going projects of interest, active purchase orders, etc.:  Contact swright@nmwda.org to be 
placed in our Chapter newsletter. 

 Scholarship Sponsors:  The Chapter is currently looking for an organization to sponsor the highest scoring candidate.  The 
sponsor could be any organization and can suggest a name to be given to the award.  The Chapter will accept an annual 
sponsorship of either $500, $1,000, $1,500 or $2,000.  Please contact Steve Lippy or Mehal Trivedi.  

 Name(s) of Prospective SWANA Members:  Contact either our Chapter Membership Chair, Deji Fawole 
dfawole@scsengineers.com or direct the prospective member to our Chapter website www.swana-midatl.org or SWANA’s 
website www.swana.org. 

 Newsletter Ads:  These are business card size ads only (2"x 3.5"); $100 for 4 issues.  Send your ad in a JPG or PDF file to 
swright@nmwda.org.  Please make check payable to:  Mid-Atlantic Chapter of SWANA and mail to the attention of Shirl Wright 
at NE MD Waste Disposal Authority, 100 S. Charles Street, Tower II - Suite 402, Baltimore, MD 21201-2705. 

 American Academy of Environmental Engineers and Scientists:  If you are an environmental engineer or environmental scientist, 
you are eligible to become a member or to be certified in solid waste management by the American Academy of Environmental 
Engineers and Scientists.  See www.swana-midatl.org or www.aaees.org.“ 
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Your Ad Here 

 
$100 for 4-issues 

2" x 3.5" 
 

To place an ad contact:  swright@nmwda.org 

http://www.swana-midatl.org
mailto:slezinski@bartonandloguidice.com
http://www.swana.org
http://www.swana-midatl.org
http://www.mdrecycles.org
mailto:swright@nmwda.org
mailto:swright@nmwda.org
mailto:dfawole@scsengineers.com
http://www.swana-midatl.org
http://www.swana.org
mailto:swright@nmwda.org
http://www.swana-midatl.org
http://www.aaees.org
mailto:swright@nmwda.org

