
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

SWANA Mission Statement: 
 

“Advancing the practice of environmentally and economically sound management of municipal solid 
waste in North America.”   

SOLID WASTE NEWS 
for Waste Professionals 

November 9, 2020 

 

2020 Year in Review 

The Board meeting, Annual Business meeting and Election of Officers was held on September 23, 2020 at 2:30 p.m.  While COVID-
19 prevented the Chapter from holding an in-person meeting (and of course holding our annual crab feast), we were excited to 
have the option of meeting in a virtual setting with some special twists.    
  
We were fortunate to have David Biderman, Executive Director and CEO of SWANA, join us.  David updated the Chapter on the 
current state-of-affairs and upcoming plans for SWANA.  In addition, there was a presentation by one of this year's 
SWANApalooza keynote speakers, New York City’s Commissioner Kathryn Garcia.  Ms. Garcia gave a first-hand account on the 
impact of COVID-19 on New York City’s solid waste services, including lessons learned.   
 
The meeting also included a virtual “social” hour that included games and prizes.   
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September 23, 2020 
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November 9, 2020 

It is my distinct honor and pleasure to report to you today about the activities, events and accomplishments of SWANA Mid-Atlantic 
Chapter during the just-concluded 2019-2020 year, and what a year it has been.   To begin, in these uncertain times, it is my hope that I 
find you and your loved ones healthy and safe.   The service to our membership is guided by our Mission Statement: 
 

“SWANA is an organization of professionals committed to advancing from solid waste management to resource management 
through their shared emphasis on education, advocacy and research.” 

 

I can say with confidence that, in this fateful year, our members have certainly met the tenants of our mission statement.  It would be 
an understatement to say that this year has been dominated by COVID-19.  Facing an unprecedented crisis brought on by a global 
pandemic, and with no real blueprint to guide us, our public and private sector members have truly risen to the challenge. Despite 
interruption of service, labor shortages, business closures and budget shortfalls our industry continues to meet the public health and 
service mandates that guides our service.  The crisis is far from over. In fact, some of the biggest challenges—such as bringing 
employees back into the workplace—remain ahead, but I am confident in our members.  We will continue to meet this challenge head 
on. 
 

Despite restrictions limiting our ability to meet in person, our board continued to meet online, and of course we are meeting online 
today. While I look forward to meeting again in person, I am excited about our ability to conduct our annual meeting despite the 
pandemic.  While I miss the opportunity to address you all in person, I am happy to point out that this forum allows us the opportunity 
to have SWANA’s Executive Director and CEO, David Biderman speak to us today.   
 

Our committees have continued to conduct business, even with COVID challenges. We are fortunate to have such a dedicated group of 
volunteers who make our committees run. I am pleased to report on some committee highlights.  
 

Our YP’s remain active and involved.  Thank you to Cory Daviau for his advocacy on behalf of his fellow YP’s.  I made note of this in last 
year’s address, but it bears repeating.  Our Young Professionals are the lifeblood of this organization and we are fortunate to have such 
an active and vibrant group of Young Professionals.  On the slate this year and subject to the approval of our board and our 
membership, our president elect is one of our YP’s, Kristyn Oldendorf.  Kristyn currently serves as our Chapter Vice President and is a 
rising star in our industry.   Please provide Kristyn with the same support you all so kindly offered me over these last two years. 
 

Our commitment to developing young talent extends to our Scholarship Program. This year the Chapter awarded several very deserving 
candidates scholarships.  Mehal will speak about this year’s awards in detail. 
 

The Chapter’s membership is strong, ending the year close to 347 active members, up from the 315 at the end of the 2019 year.   
  
While we have not been able to offer in-person training for most of this year, the chapter continues to explore ways to offer training to 
our members.  We are fortunate to have a National Organization that does provide training online.  We encourage our members who 
need that training to look to Big SWANA until we as a Chapter can again provide that training.  
 

Jake Sheppard prepares our legislative update which is forwarded to our membership through our newsletter.  I’d encourage our 
membership to look over Jake’s excellent work. As an industry born out of regulation, legislative change is a constant and is always 
impactful. Providing meaningful and timely updates is a member benefit we are proud of.  
 

The nominating committee wrapped its work in early July and on‐line voting for the Chapter was completed, pursuant to the By‐laws, 
for the slate.  
 

For many of you who rely on the website for information and guidance, please be on the lookout for the launch of our new website. The 
redesign and launch of our new website is a huge undertaking but will be well worth the time and effort.   
 

Finally, in this, my final report to the board, I’d like to thank the members of our Board, its committee leads and to those non-Board 
members who volunteer for our committees for their ever-present commitment to this organization. Special thanks to Steve Lippy, 
Andrew Kays, Dana Murray, Mark Gutberlet, and Niti Blackwell for their wise counsel over the last two years.  Thank you as well Kristyn 
for stepping up.  I know we are in good hands. I’d also be remiss if I didn’t personally thank Shirl Wright for all the work she does and to 
the Authority for allowing her to spend time to do the Board’s work.  In closing I want to thank all of our members for making this a 
wonderful organization to be a part of.   
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By:   Mehal Trivedi 
 Frederick County, MD 

The Mid-Atlantic Chapter received four applications for the 2020 Scholarship Program.  
 
Stephanie Lynn Lowery received the highest score and was awarded the $2,000 George L. Winfield memorial Scholarship Award.  As a 
Category 3b winner,  Stephanie plans to major in Environmental Science & Policy at Johns Hopkins University.   
 
Brian Thomas Michelsen was awarded a $1,500 Scholarship.  As a Category 1 winner, Brian plans to major in Environmental and 
Natural Resources at Ohio State University.   
 
Nicole Elizabeth Sprague was awarded a $1,250 Scholarship.  Nicole plans to attend Miami University, College of Education, Health and 
Society.    
 
Jack Ryan Roddy was awarded $750.  Jack plans to attend the University of Delaware and major in Construction Engineering/
Management.  
 
The Chapter forwarded Stephanie's Category 3 and Brian's Category 1 applications to the SWANA National Headquarters for a chance 
of an additional scholarship.  Unfortunately, they did not win. 
 
Congratulations to Stephanie, Brian, Nicole and Jack!  The Chapter’s June newsletter featured the scholarship essay excerpts from this 
year’s applicants. 

 
 
 
 
 
Early this year, the Chapter overhauled scholarship forms to be in line with the new 2020 SWANA scholarship updates. 
 
Instruction and Application Forms:  Full-time Students 
 
1. Category I - Graduating high school seniors or graduate equivalent certified candidates who have been accepted for enrollment in 

a junior college, a four-year college, or a university (any program). To be eligible, candidates must be the children or grandchildren 
of a SWANA Member (sponsor) in good standing as of May 1 of the current calendar year. 

 
2. Category IA - applicants must be either freshmen presently enrolled full-time in a junior college or four-year college or university, 

or are re-entering college or university as a sophomore. 
 
 

2020 Annual Report on the Chapter Scholarship continues on page 4 
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3. Category II - Undergraduate juniors or seniors currently enrolled full-time college or university students who are 
entering their junior or senior undergraduate year and pursuing a degree in environmental science, engineering, or 
other suitable major related to the field of solid waste management.  To be eligible, candidates must be the children 
or grandchildren of a SWANA Member (sponsor) in good standing as of May 1 of the current calendar year or SWANA 
Student Members in good standing. 

 
4.  Category III - Full-time students who are entering or are in graduate school pursuing a degree in environmental 

science, engineering or other suitable major related to the field of solid waste management. Eligible candidates must 
be sons, daughters, grandsons or granddaughters of a SWANA Member (sponsor) in good standing as of May 1 or 
SWANA Student Members in good standing. 

 
Full-time Employees & Part-time Students Scholarship: Part-time student is a student who is taking < 12 credits per 
semester.  Full-time employee shall be as defined by the employer (for example > 35 hours per workweek). 
 

Use Category II Form - Mark "II B" on the Application 
Use Category III Form - Mark "III B" on the Application 

 
The Chapter typically distribute up to $6,500 a year in up to six scholarships categories. Do not wait until graduation, sign 
up today for FREE SWANA Student Membership. 
 
The deadline for student applications to be submitted to the chapters is May 3, 2021.  Please check the Chapter website 
for the most up-to-date criteria.  The deadline for the chapters to send details about chapter winners (one eligible 
nominee at each level) on for consideration by the International Scholarship Committee is June 1, 2021. The scholarship 
page on SWANA’s website, https://swana.org/community/awards-scholarships/scholarships-internships, now provides a 
link to the email for each chapter’s scholarship chair(s) and to the chapter websites.  We are currently looking for an 
organization to sponsor the highest scoring candidate. The sponsor could be any organization and can suggest a name to 
be given to the award.  The Chapter will accept an annual sponsorship of either $500, $1,000, $1,500 or $2,000.  
 
For additional information on the Mid-Atlantic Chapter's Scholarship program, or if you have problems downloading any of 
the documents, please contact Mehal Trivedi at 301-600-3043 or mtrivedi@frederickcountymd.gov.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Following are the training highlights from the 2019-2020 fiscal year. 
 

 We used all of our previously purchased webinar credits 

 We are in the process of buying more 

 We successfully hosted two training courses 

• MOLO—September 30-October 2 (Jason Munyan, Instructor) 

• Compost—December 11-13 (Steve Lezinski and Michelle 

Minstrell, Instructors) 

 Our Recycling course scheduled for the spring, was cancelled due 

to Covid-19 

 The Chapter voted to include compensation for the course 

instructors  

 

By:   Jessica Moore, S.C. 
 University of Maryland 
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• The first Advisory Board (AB) Meeting was held Monday, October 21, 2019.  Matters from that meeting were brought 
forward to the SWANA Board later in the day. 

 

• WASTECON 2019 was held the week of October 21, in Phoenix, Arizona.  The conference had a leadership focus and 
was well received by the attendees. 

 

• SWANApalooza was postponed and converted to a virtual conference the week of June 22nd because of the 
pandemic. 

 

• WASTECON 2020 has been postponed and will likely be a virtual conference. 

 

• SOAR (formerly SWANApalooza) is planned for the week of April 12, 2021.  SOAR is SWANA’s technical conference. 
 

• The SWANA Board and the Advisory Board are still planning to hold strategic planning meetings.  These meetings 
were originally planned for May and then moved to the weekend before WASTECON in December and now likely to 
be held virtually. 

 

• The 2020 AB meeting will be held virtually on Monday, October 26th.  The AB Board will meet in mid-December. 
 

• Standing Committee meetings will be held prior to the AB meeting. 

 

• SWANA is in the process of updating the MOLO training. 
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  September 2019 September 2020 Change (+/-) 

Total Members 315 367 +16.5% 

Public Sector 195 226 +15.9% 

Private Sector 63 64 +1.6% 

Small Business 20 26 +30.0% 

Honorary 1 1 No Change 

Life 6 9 +50% 

Retired 7 15 +114% 

Young Professional 45 31 -31% 

Student 22 26 +18.2% 

New Members 90 71 -21.1% 

Discontinued Members 129 62 -48% 

By:   Deji Fawole 
 SCS Engineers 

By:   Dana Murray, P.E., BCEE 
 SCS Engineers 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

2020 Annual Summary 
 
As our industry has been affected by the coronavirus, Congress has recognized that solid waste and recycling is essential to 
society and in need of relief, and has included industry workers in relief legislation.  Additionally, Maryland Governor Larry 
Hogan directly thanked solid waste and recycling employees in a recent letter.  SWANA has remained involved with 
advocacy efforts to push for the industry to be included in relief bills and has partnered with other companies for relief, 
such as establishing a Sanitation Workers Support Fund with the company Glad.  Both Delaware and Maryland’s legislative 
sessions were cut short this year due to the coronavirus.  However, all indications are that legislative sessions will resume 
on-time for 2021.  Bills not passed during the 2020 sessions could be introduced again in 2021 sessions.  A list of bills 
considered in both legislatures before being tabled is included below.   
 
At the federal level, multiple bills are still being considered related to improving recycling in the U.S.  This includes grant 
programs for infrastructure and education efforts, bills to reduce plastic in waterways and oceans, and a comprehensive 
bill that includes Extended Producer Responsibilities (EPR) among many changes to the U.S. recycling system.  Although 
these bills have been on hold due to the focus on coronavirus response, activity on these bills has increased as Congress 
recognizes the importance of the industry for communities especially in times of crisis and in response to increasing 
restrictions on international plastic and fiber exports. 
 
Activity related to solid waste regulations at the state level has picked up in late 2020 with a restarted air regulatory 
initiative by Maryland MDE.  After delaying this initiative (begun in 2017) based on guidance from EPA, MDE resumed 
holding stakeholder meetings in September 2020.  In addition to implementing the EPA’s new Emission Guidelines (EG) 
regulations under Subpart Cf, the regulation will likely also include requirements intended to decrease methane emissions 
from landfills.  This therefore represents a significant regulation that could bring big changes for landfills, including smaller 
landfills which may not currently have applicable air regulations.  A draft regulation is expected by late 2020 and a final 
regulation by spring of 2021.  SWANA national is tracking these regulatory efforts and plans to submit joint comments to 
MDE during the regulation development process.   
 
Changes to landfill air regulations have continued this year, with the EPA finalizing in March changes to landfill regulations 
under the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP). While these rules attempt to simplify air 
regulations for the industry, they ultimately provide a more confusing regulatory environment.  Among the changes, these 
rules remove the regulation exemption during Startup, Shutdown, and Malfunction (SSM) events and provide significant 
changes for landfills with non-methane organic compound (NMOC) emission rates above 50 megagrams per year (which 
are currently subject to NSPS Subpart WWW). 
 
Finally, as we all know, a national election is coming up in November 2020 that could have significant implications for the 
legislative and executive branches.  Regardless of which party maintains or regains control, there will likely be increased 
legislative activity after the election.  With the federal election, Maryland’s air regulatory initiative, continued uncertainty 
around new federal EPA regulations, and the backlog of state bills from early 2020 adjournments, the year 2021 promises 
to be an eventful year for our industry.  Legislative updates tracking all of these will be distributed in the newsletters 
throughout the year.  Feel free to contact me at JShepherd@scsengineers.com or 571-353-2025 to discuss any legislation/
initiative or to provide important or interesting items for the updates.   
 

 

 
 
 

By: Jacob Shepherd, P.E. 
 SCS Engineers  
 JShepherd@scsengineers.com 
 571-353-2025  

November 9, 2020 Page 6 

mailto:JShepherd@scsengineers.com
mailto:JShepherd@scsengineers.com


 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Legislative Updates 
 
SWANA 
 
SWANA has been involved in meetings with Congress and the EPA related to the EPA’s National Framework for Advancing the U.S. 
Recycling System.  Under this initiative, the EPA is developing metrics for a national recycling goal to be announced at the America 
Recycles Summit on November 17, 2020.  These metrics and their associated national recycling goals will represent the first time 
that the federal government has set an objective for recycling at a nationwide level. They will serve as important metrics for years 
to come and are likely to influence how recycling is measured at the state and local level. 
 
Advocacy for Coronavirus Relief and Support 
 
During the current public health situation, SWANA has been involved with advocacy for the solid waste management industry and 
for the health and safety of our front-line essential workers, including: 
 

• Communicating with members of Congress to have solid waste workers include in essential workers in coronavirus relief 
packages. 

• Coordinating with the National Waste and Recycling Association (NWRA) and FEMA to provide personal protective equipment 
(PPE) access for solid waste and recycling employees. 

• Advocating for inclusion of the solid waste industry in coronavirus relief bills, including the Coronavirus Air, Relief, and 
Economic Security Act (CARES Act) under H.R.6987 (in the senate under S.B.3984). 
 

Earlier this year, SWANA and Glad partnered to establish a Sanitation Workers Support Fund, with an initial grant of $200,000 by 
Glad to be distributed by SWANA.   
 
International Recycled Material Trade 
 
Changes proposed under the Basel Agreement (see below) promise to bring significant changes to international recycled materials 
trade.  Due to these changes, the Canadian government initiated an inquiry to the U.S. Department of Commerce to develop a 
bilateral agreement to address cross-border movement of recycled plastics.  SWANA has been involved in stakeholder meetings 
with the U.S. State Department regarding an agreement with Canada. 
 
SWANA has announced that it is now participating in the U.S. Plastics Pact, an agreement that seeks a circular economy for plastics 
and includes as members business, government agencies, non-governmental organizations, and other stakeholders.  As a Founding 
Activator, SWANA will work with other stakeholders to transition from the current system to a circular plastics economy, 
maximizing material value and avoiding its waste and pollution.  SWANA has previously signed the MacArthur Foundation Plastic 
Economy Global Commitment and the EPA’s America Recycles pledge. 
 
Federal 
 
Prior to the current public health situation, multiple bills related to recycling were being considered in Congress.  These bills 
currently still remain in committee.  They include: 
 
PFAS Action Act of 2019 (H.R.535) – Currently in Senate Committee – Passed by the House in January 2020, this bill would require 
the EPA to designate all PFAS substances as hazardous substances within one year of enacting this bill.   
 
RECOVER Act (H.R.5115) – In committee - Introduced into the U.S. House of Representatives, the bipartisan RECOVER Act (Realizing 
the Economic Opportunities and Values of Expanding Recycling) would provide $500 million dollars in matching federal grants for 
local governments to improve recycling collection and processing and would establish an EPA infrastructure program.   
 
Legislative Updates continues on page 8 
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Save Our Seas (SOS) 2.0 Act (S.1982/H.R.3969) – Passed in Senate, passed in House, returns to Senate - SOS 2.0 would expand on the 
2018 SOS Act to establish a marine debris response fund, establish a marine debris foundation non-profit organization, expand U.S. 
involvement internationally, and provide strategies for improving domestic recycling infrastructure.  The bill passed the House on 
October 1, 2020 and now heads back to the Senate, where it was passed last year.  The bill is expected to pass and then head to the 
president. 
 
RECYCLE Act (S.2941) - In committee - On November 21, 2019, the RECYCLE (Recycling Enhancements to Collection and Yield through 
Consumer Learning and Education) Act was introduced into the U.S. Senate.  This bill would provide $15 million per year over 5 years 
for recycling and education grants, directs the EPA to develop a model recycling toolkit, and requires EPA to more frequently review 
and revise guidelines for other agencies for buying recycled-content products. 

Break Free from Plastic Pollution Act (H.R.5845) - In committee - Introduced by Rep. Lowenthal (D-CA), this bill would establish a 
national container deposit program, ban single-use plastic products, and set recycled content requirements.  Producers of plastics 
would be required to take responsibility for collection and recycling of materials and create/join producer responsibility 
organizations, an increasingly common program called extended producer responsibility (EPR).  Efforts related to this bill stalled due 
to a focus on coronavirus relief.  However, the Senate has resumed hearings on this bill, including one held recently.  Congressmen 
behind the bill, Sen. Tom Udall and Rep. Alan Lowenthal, recently wrote an open letter that urged states to use the bill as a blueprint 
for their own legislation. 

Basel Convention 
In 2019, amendments to the Basel Convention were approved that would classify much of recovered plastic materials as hazardous, 
increasing oversight and restrictions to international trade of these materials.  The amendments go into effect January 2021.  The 
U.S. is not a signatory to the Basel Convention, but is a member of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(OECD), another international agreement among countries primarily with high-income economies.  While the industry had hoped to 
use the OECD as an avenue for plastic material export outside of the Basel Agreement, the OECD has decided to adopt the changes 
to Basel.  Because of this, all OECD countries will need to secure permission from the destination country prior to shipping plastic 
materials deemed hazardous. 

International Recycling Market Changes 
In 2017, China unveiled the National Sword policy banning the import of scrap plastic and mixed paper not meeting stringent 
contamination standards.  As materials have been diverted from China, other countries in Asia began to have significant increase in 
materials.  In many cases, this has spurred other Asian countries to follow China’s lead and institute bans or restrictions of their own.  
Due to these changes, plastics exports from the U.S. have decreased, but fiber material exports had remained steady.  However, in 
2020 fiber exports significantly declined as China indicates that fiber imports bans will be instituted.  China has vowed to further 
reduce import permits, however import permits continue to be renewed. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Emission Guidelines (EG) Rule Update – In August 2016, the EPA published an updated EG rule for MSW landfills under 40 CFR Part 
60 Subpart Cf.  Under this rule, states were required to publish updated regulations to apply the requirements to affected landfills 
within their jurisdiction and send to the EPA for review and approval.  For states without a plan, the EPA was required to publish a 
federal implementation plan.  Due to EPA delay on both approval of state plans and publication of a federal plan, a lawsuit was filed 
that eventually required the EPA to approve individual plans and publish a federal plan.  Concurrently, the EPA issued regulation 
with a conflicting timeline for state plan approvals and finalization of a federal plan.  The federal plan was required to be finalized by 
January 14, however on April 15, the EPA submitted an appeal.  Upon finalization of the federal plan, those states without approved 
plans would be required to follow the federal plan.  SWANA continues to track federal actions related to these rules, as well as the 
status of state plans across the country. 

On March 12, the EPA published in the Federal Register a Notice of Finding of Failure to Submit State Plans for the MSW Landfills 
Emission Guidelines, which formally lists which states have not submitted a state EG implementation plan for approval.  No 
sanctions are imposed for those states.  Additionally, the EPA is establishing a deadline of 2 years to publish a federal EG plan.  
Following this schedule, Maryland MDE is currently working to develop a state EG implementation plan. 

Effective March 23, 2020, the EPA approved Delaware’s state implementation plan for the EG.  Title 7 Section 30 of the Delaware 
Administrative Code combines both the new Subpart XXX and Subpart Cf into one regulation, with some minor editorial changes.   

Legislative Updates continues on page 9 
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National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) Amendments – On March 26, the EPA published in the 
federal register amendments to NESHAP Subpart AAAA (under the Clean Air Act).  Subpart AAAA is the section of the National 
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants that applies to MSW landfills.  Periodically, the EPA is required to evaluate the 
effectiveness, known as the Risk and Technology Review (RTR), of the NESHAP rules and propose additional standards if 
needed.  With this action, no additional controls are required for landfills.  However, the EPA amended the regulation with 
significant changes that will take effect starting September 28, 2021, including the removal of the Startup, Shutdown, and 
Malfunction (SSM) exemption and changes to temperature monitoring and compliance for extraction wells.  Additionally, the 
amendments will incorporate the requirements of the new NSPS under Subpart XXX and Subpart Cf, effectively applying the 
new NSPS to existing landfills operating under the old NSPS Subpart WWW.  The EPA published these regulations in an effort to 
both fix problems created when the new NSPS was rolled out and combine the two air regulation sections for landfills into one.  
However, the EPA has made the regulatory environment more uncertain and confusing.  At this time, there are no changes to 
the air regulations until September 2021. 

Maryland Legislative 
The 441st legislative session adjourned early on March 18.  The 442nd legislative session will convene on January 13, 2021.  Any 
bills still under consideration upon adjournment of the 2020 session were tabled.  Bills that were considered, but not passed, 
are listed below: 

SB0028/HB0013 - Solid Waste Management Prohibition on Releasing a Balloon into the Atmosphere – This bill would impose a 
$250 fine on anyone who intentionally releases a balloon into the air. 

HB0063 – Baltimore County – Remediation of Illegal Dumping – Report – This bill would require the Baltimore County Dept. of 
Public Works to submit a public report annually to the Baltimore County delegation in the General Assembly on actions taken 
to remediate illegal dumping in the county.   

HB0077/SB0060 – Anne Arundel County – Illegal Dumping and Litter Control Law – This bill would authorize Anne Arundel 
County to adopt ordinances to prohibit litter and impose penalties and require violators to clean-up litter/restore property.  
Passed and sent to Governor. 

HB0165 - Solar Photovoltaic Recycling - This bill would impose a recycling fee for installers of solar photovoltaic panels starting 
October 1, 2020, which would establish a fund for technologies and processes that assist with the recycling of solar 
photovoltaic panels.  The bill received an unfavorable report by Economic Matters. 

HB0179 - Maryland Recycling Act - Recyclable Materials and Resource Recovery Facilities - This bill would change the definition 
of recyclable materials to exclude incinerator ash from use by counties for meeting the Maryland Recycling Act (MRA).  In 
conjunction with another bill, HB1032, the proposed legislation would effectively ban the use of waste incinerators in the state. 

HB0209/SB0313 - Plastics and Packaging Reduction Act - This bill would prohibit stores from supplying plastic carryout bags, 
and imposes a 10-cent fee for durable plastic bags.  The bill would also establish a single-use products working group. 

HB0296 - Environment - Single-Use Plastic Straws - Use in a Food Service Business - This bill would prohibit a food service 
business from providing a single-use plastic straw except on customer request. 

HB0354 - Solid Waste Management - Personal Cleansing Products Provided at Lodging Establishments - This bill would prohibit 
small bottles of shampoo and other personal cleansing products by lodging establishments, except under specific special 
circumstances. 

HB0438/SB0560 - Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard - This bill would remove waste-to-energy from the eligible source that 
could be used for the renewable energy portfolio standard (RFS) in Maryland. 

HB0589 - Solid Waste Management - Organics Recycling and Waste Diversion - Food Residuals - This bill would require 
significant generators of food residuals to separate out those residuals so they can be diverted from solid waste streams. 

Legislative Updates continues on page 10 
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HB0824 - Beverage Container Deposit Program - Requires MDE to establish a beverage container deposit program by September 
1, 2021.   

HB0987 - Environment, Recycling, Hotels - Requires an owner, operator, or manager of a hotel to provide recycling for guests by 
October 1, 2021. 

HB1032 - Solid Waste Management - Refuse Disposal Systems - Incinerators, Scrap Tires, and Local Authority - This bill would 
prohibit the issuance of new or renewed permits for incinerators, and changes the disposal requirements for scrap tires in the 
state.  This bill would represent a significant change in how solid waste is managed in the state. 

HB1452 - Department of the Environment - Office of Recycling - Recycling Market Development - Requires MDE Office of Recycling 
to develop markets for recycled materials and recycled products in the state.   

HB1643 - Environment - Organics Recycling and Composting - Grant Program - This bill would require MDE in consultation with 
Maryland Environmental Service (MES) to establish a grant program for counties to assist with the collection, recycling, and 
composting of residential organic and other compostable materials. 

SB840 / HB1442 - Environment - Expanded Food Service Polystyrene Products - Definition - Alters the definition of polystyrene 
food product to exclude egg cartons from the restrictions that take effect on July 1, 2020. 

Maryland MDE 
 
MDE held a stakeholders meeting on new landfill air regulations on September 21.  During the meeting, MDE discussed their 
current efforts to develop a state implementation plan for the emission guidelines (EG) under 40 CFR 60 Subpart Cf, which were 
finalized in 2016.  Additionally, MDE is looking at additional requirements for reducing methane emissions from landfills.  MDE will 
circulate a staff recommendation document (essentially an outline of a draft regulation not yet reviewed by senior staff) likely in 
October, and a draft regulation in November or December.  A final regulation is expected in spring of 2021.  This regulation 
potentially will bring significant changes to landfills including smaller landfills which may not currently have applicable air 
regulations. 

MDE is currently requesting comments from stakeholders on anything presented at the stakeholders meeting.  Comments will 
also be accepted after the staff recommendation document and again after the draft regulation is published.  Additionally, MDE 
has indicated that staff will be available for meetings with individual stakeholders upon request. 

Delaware Legislative 
 
The 2020 Delaware General Assembly legislative session began on January 14, 2020 and convened on June 30, 2020.  Bills related 
to solid waste and recycling considered during the 2020 session (but not passed) included: 

HB184 – This bill would have promoted the development of pyrolysis and gasification facilities in Delaware.  Permitting of 
gasification, pyrolysis, or incineration facilities that accept material more than 50 miles outside of state borders would have been 
banned.   

HB212 – This bill would have redefined industrial landfill to conform with DNREC regulations and would establish an industrial 
landfill height limit of 130 feet (above mean sea level).  

District of Columbia Legislative 
 
Council Period 23 began on January 2, 2019 and will end on January 2, 2021.  Bills related to solid waste and recycling include: 

Zero Waste Omnibus Amendment Act of 2019 (23-0506) – This bill would amend the Solid Waste Management Act of 2014 to 
accelerate the District’s progress toward zero waste through several initiatives, including a plan for comprehensive organics site 
management and recycling infrastructure, uniform recycling labeling, requirements for waste collectors to address recycling 
contamination, and a reuse and donation program to reduce waste.  This bill is a product of the updated Sustainability 2.0 plan for 
the District and is intended to increase total waste diversion.   
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City of Baltimore 
 
In 2019, the City Council of Baltimore passed a city Clean Air Act that would apply more stringent rules and responsibilities 
for waste incinerators located in the City, including requiring upgrades to reduce emissions.  In response, the operator of 
the largest waste incinerators (Wheelabrator) sued the city, arguing that existing federal and state regulations do not allow 
municipalities to enact stricter emission regulations.  In April, a federal judge ruled in favor of Wheelabrator, but the City 
appealed the decision.  In July, the City filed a motion to delay hearings while settlement negotiations proceeded. 

News Updates 
 
A Third of California Methane Traced to a Few Super-Emitters 

Chew on This: Farmers are Using Food Waste to Make Electricity 

D.C. Inspectors Issue Warnings If You Aren’t Recycling Right 

Recycling Partnership Report Identifies More Than a Dozen Large Cities with Curbside Expansion Potential 

Baltimore Launches Plan to Get to Zero Waste Starting with Closure of City Trash Incinerator 

Industry Groups Push for Inclusion of Recycling Infrastructure in Next Federal Coronavirus Aid Package 

D.C. Sanitation Workers Are Dealing With More Trash On Curbs While Trying To Stay Safe From Coronavirus 

Maryland’s Towson University Earns Regional Award for Reducing Food Waste in America 

Mr. Trash Wheel Breaks Guinness World Record For ‘Most Floating Debris Removed By A Trash Receptor In One Month’ 

Maryland Governor Extends Appreciation to SWANA and Industry 

House Democrats Back EPR, Other Recycling Mandates in New Climate Plan 

Student who Worked as Trash Collector to Pay for College Accepted to Harvard Law School 

Baltimore County Signs 10-Year Deal to Provide Glass Recycling 

SWEEP Standard Coming to Fruition with Industry Support and Pilot Cities 

Anne Arundel County Offering New Way to Recycle Glass 

NWRA Requests Waste Industry be Placed on COVID-19 Vaccine Priority List 
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 The Chapter Young Professionals Group organized a field trip to the Annapolis Solar Park on November 13, 2019.   
 
 The Chapter held a Managing Composting Programs Training course at the Western Branch Composting Facility in 

Prince George’s County, Maryland, on December 11-13, 2019.   
 
 During the January 15, 2020 Chapter Board meeting, a presentation was provided by Rubicon regarding its 

RUBICONSmart City technology. 
 
 The Chapter Young Professionals Group hosted a "Knowledge Hoppy Hour" in February 2020 at the Monument City 

Brewing Company in Baltimore, Maryland.  The goal of the “Knowledge Hoppy Hour” was to provide a location where 
professionals of all ages and backgrounds could attend to network and discuss career paths, career lessons, and even 
lessons learned from field personnel.  The event focused on landfill professionals; however, the SWANA YP Group 
encouraged the attendance of recycling and composting professionals as well. 

 
 During the March 18, 2020 Chapter Board meeting, a tour of the Howard County Alpha Ridge Transfer Station in 

Marriottsville, Maryland, was offered, which provided an opportunity to review the County’s tipping floor 
rehabilitation project. 

 
 The Chapter held a Managing Recycling Systems Training Course at the Prince George’s County Materials Recycling 

Facility in Capitol Heights, Maryland, on April 20-22, 2020. 
 
 The Managing Recycling Systems Training Course & Exam, which was scheduled for April 20-23, 2020 was cancelled 

due to COVID-19. 
 
 A COVID-19 update was provided to Chapter Members regarding resources to assist regarding COVID-19 in order to 

ensure everyone was operating and making decisions based upon the best available information.   
  
 The Annual Mid-Atlantic Regional Road-E-O for 2020 was cancelled due to COVID-19.  
 
 The Chapter provided information regarding the Sanitation Workers Support Fund, which was established by Glad and 

SWANA in order to provide financial assistance to front-line solid waste and recycling collection workers impacted by 
COVID-19.  

 The 2020 MRN/SWANA Mid-Atlantic Conference was cancelled due to COVID-19.  The 2021 Conference is scheduled 
for June 24, 2021 at the BWI Marriott, Linthicum, Maryland.   

 The Chapter Board meeting, Annual Business meeting and Election of Officers was held in a virtual setting on 
September 23, 2020 at 2:30 p.m.  The meeting also included a virtual “social” hour that included games and prizes.   
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We’re on the Web! 

www.swana-midatl.org 

c/o Northeast MD Waste Disposal Authority 
Tower II - Suite 402, 100 South Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

Stephen T. Lezinski, Newsletter Editor 
slezinski@bartonandloguidice.com 

  SWANA Guiding Principle: 
 

 “Local government is responsible for municipal solid waste management, but not necessarily the ownership 
  and/or operation of municipal solid waste management systems.” 

Reminders / Wanted 

 “Reporters”/writers for our Chapter newsletter. 
 

 Important Websites to Remember:  www.swana.org, www.swana-midatl.org and www.mdrecycles.org. 
 

 Training the Trainers:  Contact a Board member if interested in being trained to be a trainer for a SWANA course. 
 

 SWANA Web Sessions:  If your organization presents web sessions, make them a Chapter event so that all attendees can get 
CEU’s.  Contact Steve Lippy, Dana Murray or Shirl Wright. 

 

 Job Vacancies in your Organization:  Contact swright@nmwda.org for inclusion in our Chapter newsletter and website. 
 

 Articles, information, recent/on-going projects of interest, active purchase orders, etc.:  Contact swright@nmwda.org to be 
placed in our Chapter newsletter. 

 

 Scholarship Sponsors:  The Chapter is currently looking for an organization to sponsor the highest scoring candidate.  The 
sponsor could be any organization and can suggest a name to be given to the award.  The Chapter will accept an annual 
sponsorship of either $500, $1,000, $1,500 or $2,000.  Please contact Steve Lippy or Mehal Trivedi.  

 

 Name(s) of Prospective SWANA Members:  Contact either our Chapter Membership Chair, Deji Fawole 
dfawole@scsengineers.com or direct the prospective member to our Chapter website www.swana-midatl.org or SWANA’s 
website www.swana.org. 

 

 Newsletter Ads:  These are business card size ads only (2” x 3.5”); $100 for 4 issues.  Send your ad in a JPG or PDF file to 
swright@nmwda.org.  Please make check payable to:  Mid-Atlantic Chapter of SWANA and mail to the attention of Shirl Wright 
at NE MD Waste Disposal Authority, 100 S. Charles Street, Tower II - Suite 402, Baltimore, MD 21201-2705. 

 

 American Academy of Environmental Engineers and Scientists:  If you are an environmental engineer or environmental scientist, 
you are eligible to become a member or to be certified in solid waste management by the American Academy of Environmental 
Engineers and Scientists.  See www.swana-midatl.org or www.aaees.org. 
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