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Where did you go?   You have not even 
called…  I have seen you running around 
with August and chatting it up with 
September.   I know, I know.  I have not 
made much time for you lately, but if 
you look back, we have had a great year 
so far!    
 
January helped you set a resolution to 
make new friends.  March successfully 
got you out of your shell during the 
Transfer Station Systems Certification 
Course.  June was a bit demanding, but 
got you to release the ROAD-E-O and 
host the MRN/SWANA conference.  Both 
of which, had wonderful attendance and 
participation.     
 
September has been holding back to 
plan the Chapter’s Annual Meeting and 

Election of the Board.  Lastly, November 
has also been waiting in the wing to offer 
the Manager of Landfill Operations 
Certification Course.    
 
So 2013, please come back around and 
try to slow down, if only for a little while.  
And get your game face on because 
December always tries to steal the show 
each year with the newbie, 2014.    
 
~ ~ ~ To all of our Chapter’s members, 

please remember to enjoy the time you 

have with your friends, families, 

colleagues and the occasional good-doer 

passerby that holds the door open! ~ ~ ~ 

 

Sincerely, 
Steve Lezinski 

Don’t Forget to Vote! 
 

If you have not yet cast your vote for this year’s Board of 
Directors, please do so at the following link:  https://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/L59HKSH.  All electronic votes must 
be cast by Monday, September 9, 2013.  

Dear 2013, 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/L59HKSH
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/L59HKSH
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DATE & TIME: 
 
Tuesday, November 5, 2013 - Thursday, November 7, 2013 (8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) 
 

Certification Exam - Friday, November 8, 2013 (8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.) 
 

LOCATION: 
 

Higher Education and Technology (H.E.A.T) Center 
1201 Technology Drive 
Aberdeen, MD 21001 
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Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
2013 Scholarship Program 

 

 
For the 2013 Scholarship Program, the Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
received three (3) applications.  Kristen Fawole received the 
highest score by the Chapter Evaluation Committee and received a 
$2,000 scholarship provided by Office Paper Systems (OPS) under 
its Kevin Stearman Memorial Scholarship Program. Her application 
was forwarded to the International Committee for consideration 
for the Grant H. Flint International Scholarship Award.  Kristen 
plans to major in Chemical Engineering at Cornell University.  She is 
the daughter of Deji Fawole, Project Manager, SCS Engineers, 
Columbia, MD. 

 
The following is an excerpt from Kristen’s essay:  
 

“I believe the only way to further Solid Waste 
Management is to have the government intervene. 
Using the power of a large authority will give the 
necessary force to the people to care about the 
actions they take with their trash. If 
environmentalists can legislate recycling all across 
the nation, a zero-waste society will not be out of 
reach.” 

 
 

Kristen Fawole 

By: Mehal Trivedi, Frederick County, MD 

Niti Blackwell (left) and Mehal Trivedi (right) present the Kevin Stearman 
Memorial Scholarship award to Deji Fawole (center) accepting on behalf of his 
daughter, Kristen, at the 2013 MRN/SWANA Conference 



2013 Joint MRN/SWANA 
Conference Recap 

By:  Thomas C. Hilton, P.E., Harford County, MD 

In case you were not able to attend this year’s joint 
conference with folks from the Maryland Recycling 
Network, you missed a well-received and engaging 
event.  This year the solid waste track focused on 
“Expecting the Unexpected.”  Presenters provided 
informative insight on topics ranging anywhere from 
planning for and managing debris from natural disasters 
to managing a crime scene at your solid waste disposal 
facility.  Two of our speakers gave firsthand accounts of 
how they coped with managing the aftermath of the 
Country’s two most costly natural disasters, Hurricane 
Katrina and Superstorm Sandy. 
 
Over 140 recycling and solid waste management 
professionals registered for this year’s event and two 
dozen exhibitors displayed new products and services.  
As usual, attendees enjoyed a wonderful smorgasbord 
of food and networking opportunities with their peers 
and service providers.  Additionally, this year’s Mid-
Atlantic SWANA Chapter scholarship was awarded to 

Kristen Fawole in the amount of $2,000, courtesy of 
Office Paper Systems (OPS). 
 
The post-conference survey indicated that once again 
the time of year and location of the conference were 
preferred by most attendees.  The most popular 
presentation was that given by SWANA’s keynote 
speaker Dr. Walter Maestri, former Emergency Manager 
for Jefferson Parrish, Louisiana during Hurricane Katrina.  
Constructive ideas were offered for consideration in 
next year’s conference.  A copy of the presentations can 
be found at the following link:  http://
www.marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/2013-annual-
conference-program-slide-decks. 
 
If you have any topics you would like presented in the 

future, please email me or any of the SWANA Officers or 

Directors listed on the front of the newsletter.  We hope 

to see you next year! 
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Dr. Walter Maestri, Keynote Speaker 
Former Emergency Manager 
Jefferson Parrish, Louisiana  

Barry Eck, Emergency Management 
Coordinator, Sayreville, New Jersey 

We Love Recycling! 

Team Learning 

http://www.marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/2013-annual-conference-program-slide-decks
http://www.marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/2013-annual-conference-program-slide-decks
http://www.marylandrecyclingnetwork.org/2013-annual-conference-program-slide-decks
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2013 SWANA Mid-Atlantic Regional 
Truck and Landfill Road-E-O 

 
 

No one can complain about getting sunburned at the June 7th Road-E-O.  We had lots of liquid sunshine; it made up 
for last year’s extremely sunny day.  Regardless, it could have been a lot worse.  Even though it rained the entire 
day, the heaviest rain held off toward the end of the day when the last contestants were finishing up on the 
compactor course and most everyone else was in the maintenance building for lunch. 
 
There were 30 individuals who participated in a total of 40 contests, broken down as follows:  dozer--14, landfill 
compactor--7, wheeled loader--10, articulated dump truck--4, and roll-off truck--5.  Contestants hailed from the:  
 

New Jersey Chapter [Pollution Control Financing Authority]; 

Pennsylvania Chapter [Chester County Solid Waste Authority, Clinton County Solid Waste Authority, 
Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority, Republic Services (Brandywine and Morgantown 
locations), and Southeastern Chester County Refuse Authority (SECCRA)]; and  

Mid-Atlantic Chapter [Anne Arundel County DPW, Delaware Solid Waste Authority (DSWA), Dorchester 
County DPW, Harford County DPW, and Maryland Environmental Service (MES)]. 

 
Congratulations to all who persevered and completed the course, especially to the above winners.  The first and 
second place winners are eligible to go to the International SWANA Road-E-O in Denton, Texas in October 2013 to 
compete against all of the other first and second place winners from the other regional SWANA Road-E-O’s.  
(Denton is slightly north of the Dallas-Fort Worth area.) 
 
REGIONAL TRUCK AND LANDFILL ROAD-E-O continues on page 7 

 Rubber Tire Front -End Loader 
 

1.  Tommy Taylor, MES 
2.  Brian Johnson, MES 
3.  Jeff Pippin, MES 

 
Dozer 
 

1.  Carl Schirmer, DSWA* 
2.  Chrissy Kortze, Republic  Services, Morgantown 
3.  Lennie Simcox, Chester County SWA 

 
Articulated Dump Truck 
 

1.  Jane LaMotte, Republic Services, Morgantown 
2.  Chase Weise, Clinton County SWA 
3.  Lynn Wright, DSWA 

 

 
Landfill Compactor 
 

1.  Keith LaMotte, SECCRA 
2.  Tom Blessing, Republic Services, Morgantown 
3.  Dale White, Anne Arundel County DPW 

 
Roll-Off Truck 
 

1.  Charles Leamy, Republic Services, Brandywine 
2.  Eric Carr, Republic Services, Brandywine 
3.  Christian Hetrick, ACUASCS Engineers 

 

By: Stephen G. Lippy, P.E., BCEE, Baltimore County (Retired) 

 

The top three winners in each category are as follows (notice the clean sweep in the front-end loader category): 

 

* The overall winner, with the highest point score in all the categories, was Carl Schirmer from DSWA! 



Despite the rain, it was a successful event due to the hard work of the Road-E-O chair Chuck Ingram of MES (two 
years in a row, but no third one!) and the entire Maryland Environmental Service organization for hosting it again 
at its Mid-Shore II Regional Solid Waste Disposal Facility in Ridgely, MD.   In addition there were contributions 
and sponsorships by many; the Mid-Atlantic Chapter thanks all of the following: 

There were also a lot of individuals who assisted with the planning, management, course set-up, and on-site 
judging from the Mid-Atlantic Chapter, as well as a few from the Pennsylvania and New Jersey Chapters.  There 
were a slew of MES personnel without whom the Road-E-O would not have occurred; special thanks to the MES 
staff. 
 
The event actually started Thursday night at the Caroline Country Club where there was dinner and door prizes 
for the contestants, ranging from a pocket knife to mini-first aid kits to aquarium tickets to pre-season football 
tickets to SWANA memberships to a duffel bag to gift cards to a 32” TV.  Each contestant also received a tote 
bag, in which there were camo hats, key chains, mini-first aid kits, etc.  Friday morning started with donuts and 
coffee, followed by an operators’ meeting and safety check of equipment, a walk-through of each course 
preceding each category, followed by the skills test. The dozer and landfill compactor used one course, whereas 
the front-end loader and articulated dump truck used an adjacent course.  The roll-off truck had a separate 
course. (Only one barrel was completely demolished.) Lunch was in the site’s maintenance building bays; once 
again, the delicious lunch was catered by Old Salty’s Restaurant from Fishing Creek (over 40 miles away).  The 
course winners were then recognized one at a time and given a plaque to get his/her photo taken, only to have 
the plaque taken back in order to get them engraved with their names.  For some reason, Steve Lippy got a “gag” 
gift of a 20+ gallon foam cowboy hat and lariat. 
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To see photographs from the 2013  
Road-E-O, click on picture above or 
go to http://bit.ly/196H1Yb.   

To see the Road-E-O program 
Click on picture above or go to 
www.swana-midatl.org.   

Equipment from: 
 

Alban CAT 
JESCO 
Maryland Environmental Service 
 

Bronze Sponsorships: 
 

Barton & Loguidice 
KCI Technologies Inc. 

 Door prizes, tote bags, and tote bag items for the 
contestants: 
 

BAI 
EA Engineering Science & Technology 
Delaware Solid Waste Authority 
Geosyntec Consultants and Carrie Pendleton 
KCI Technologies Inc. 
Maryland Environmental Service 
Northeast Maryland Waste Disposal Authority 
SCS Engineers 
Solid Waste Association of North America 

http://www.swana-midatl.org/rodeo.htm
http://bit.ly/196H1Yb
http://bit.ly/196H1Yb
http://www.swana-midatl.org
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
        

 Contact: Chris Garrigan 
     cgarr@menv.com 

      410-729-8207 
menv.com 

 

MARYLAND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD  
EXEMPLIFY COMMITMENT TO PROPER WASTE DISPOSAL 

 
Maryland Environmental Service & Montgomery County, MD Win SWANA 2013 Excellence Award 

 
 
Millersville, Maryland (July 17, 2013) –  The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) is pleased to 
announce that Maryland Environmental Service and Montgomery County, MD have been named the winner of the 
SWANA Gold Excellence Award in the Marketing category. The award will be presented at SWANA’s annual 
conference, WASTECON®, on Tuesday, September 17, in Long Beach, California.   
 
Maryland Environmental Service (MES) and Montgomery County, MD will receive SWANA’s Excellence Award for its 
entry “Leafgro® Marketing Program”.   MES is responsible for the sales and marketing of Leafgro® organic compost 
on behalf of Montgomery County.  MES also operates the County’s composting facility where Leafgro® is produced.  
Coming into 2009, Leafgro® was facing  increased competition, loss of market share, and a weak economy.  Sales 
were on the decline.  In 2009, MES developed and implemented an aggressive marketing strategy to stimulate sales 
and “grow” the Leafgro® brand.  The two main ingredients of the strategy were new pricing, and targeting local 
home improvement stores.  This focused marketing effort resulted in dramatic increases in bags sold, and revenue 
generated in 2010, 2011 and 2012. 
 
"The citizens and government of Montgomery County, Maryland demonstrate an unprecedented commitment to 
environmental stewardship.   Their dedication to recycling, along with the great work of Maryland Environmental 
Service employees, helped Leafgro® sales climb 132 percent, setting a record each year,” said Steve Tomczewski, 
Executive Director of Environmental Operations for Maryland Environmental Service.   
 
SWANA’s Excellence Awards Program recognizes outstanding solid waste programs and facilities that advance the 
practice of environmentally and economically sound solid waste management through their commitment to utilizing 
effective technologies and processes in system design and operations, advancing worker and community health and 
safety, and implementing successful public education and outreach programs. Programs also must demonstrate that 
they are fiscally and environmentally responsible through their compliance with all applicable federal, state and 
local regulations.    
 
About Maryland Environmental Service: 
Maryland Environmental Service is an independent, self-supporting State agency, created in 1970 to protect 
Maryland’s natural resources. MES provides environmental services throughout the State of Maryland and in nearby 
States for government and private entities. 
 
About SWANA: 
For more than 50 years, the Solid Waste Association of North America has been the leading professional association 
in the solid waste field. Our association serves over 8,000 members throughout North America, and thousands more 
with conferences, certifications, publications and technical training courses. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Contact:  Chris Garrigan 
410-729-8207 

cgarr@menv.com 
menv.com 

 

MARYLAND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE EXEMPLIFIES COMMITMENT  
TO PROPER WASTE DISPOSAL 

 
MARYLAND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE WINS SWANA 2013 EXCELLENCE AWARD 

 
 
Millersville, Maryland (July 17, 2013) –  The Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) is pleased to 
announce that Maryland Environmental Service has been named the winner of the SWANA Gold Excellence Award 
in the Landfill Management category. The award will be presented at SWANA’s annual conference, WASTECON®, 
on Tuesday, September 17, in Long Beach, California.   
 
Maryland Environmental Service will receive SWANA’s Excellence Award for its entry “Midshore Landfill”.  
Midshore II Landfill represents the second phase of an 80-year regional solid waste management plan for a four-
county area of Maryland's Eastern Shore. This program is the only regional agreement of its kind in Maryland. The 
landfill includes innovative engineering, active community involvement and creative methods of financing to fund 
recycling services. 
 
“Maryland Environmental Service is honored to be recognized by SWANA for our work at Midshore Landfill.  We 
are proud of the environmental commitment of the citizens and governments of Maryland's Midshore counties 
and all of our Midshore employees,” said  Steve Tomczewski, Executive Director of Environmental Operations for 
Maryland Environmental Service. 
 
SWANA’s Excellence Awards Program recognizes outstanding solid waste programs and facilities that advance the 
practice of environmentally and economically sound solid waste management through their commitment to 
utilizing effective technologies and processes in system design and operations, advancing worker and community 
health and safety, and implementing successful public education and outreach programs. Programs also must 
demonstrate that they are fiscally and environmentally responsible through their compliance with all applicable 
federal, state and local regulations.    
 
About Maryland Environmental Service: 
Maryland Environmental Service is an independent, self-supporting State agency, which combines the public 
sector’s commitment to environmental protection with the private sector’s flexibility and responsiveness. 
 
About SWANA: 
For more than 50 years, the Solid Waste Association of North America has been the leading professional 
association in the solid waste field. Our association serves over 8,000 members throughout North America, and 
thousands more with conferences, certifications, publications and technical training courses. 



 

We’re on the Web! 

www.swana-midatl.org 

Mid-Atlantic Chapter 
Solid Waste Association of North America 
 
c/o Northeast MD Waste Disposal Authority 
Tower II - Suite 402, 100 South Charles Street 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201-2705 

 

Stephen T. Lezinski, Newsletter Editor 
steve.lezinski@montgomerycountymd.gov 
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SWANA Guiding Principle: 
 

“Local government is responsible for municipal solid waste management, but not necessarily 
the ownership and/or operation of municipal solid waste management systems.” 
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Reminders / Wanted 
“Reporters”/writers for our Chapter newsletter. 

 

Important Websites to Remember:  www.swana.org, 
www.swana-midatl.org and www.mdrecycles.org. 

 

Training the Trainers:  Contact a Board member if 
interested in being trained to be a trainer for a SWANA 
course. 

 

SWANA E-sessions:  If your organization presents e-
Sessions, make them a Chapter event so that all attendees 
can get CEU’s.  Contact Steve Lippy, Dana Murray or Shirl 
Wright. 

 

Job Vacancies in your Organization:  Contact 
swright@nmwda.org for inclusion in our Chapter 
newsletter and website. 

 

Articles, information, recent/on-going projects of interest, 
active purchase orders, etc.:  Contact swright@nmwda.org 
to be placed in our Chapter newsletter. 

 

Scholarship Sponsors:  Contact Steve Lippy, Mehal Trivedi 
or Hallie Clemm.  

 

Name(s) of Prospective SWANA Members:  Contact either 
our Chapter Membership Chair, Tim Ford tford@menv.com 
or direct the prospective member to our Chapter website 
www.swana-midatl.org  or SWANA’s website 
www.swana.org. 

 

Newsletter Ads:  These are business card size ads only (2” x 
3.5”); $100 for 4 issues.  Send your ad in a JPG or PDF file to 
swright@nmwda.org.  Please make check payable to:  Mid-
Atlantic Chapter of SWANA and mail to the attention of 
Shirl Wright at NMWDA, 100 S. Charles Street, Tower II - 
Suite 402, Baltimore, MD 21201-2705. 

 

American Academy of Environmental Engineers and 
Scientists:  If you are an environmental engineer or 
environmental scientist, you are eligible to become a 
member or to be certified in solid waste management by 
the American Academy of Environmental Engineers and 
Scientists.  See www.swana-midatl.org or www.aaees.org. 

http://www.swana-midatl.org
mailto:steve.lezinski@montgomerycountymd.gov
http://www.swana.org
http://www.swana-midatl.org
http://www.mdrecycles.org
mailto:swright@nmwda.org
mailto:swright@nmwda.org
mailto:tford@menv.com
http://www.swana-midatl.org
http://www.swana.org
mailto:swright@nmwda.org
http://www.swana-midatl.org
http://www.aaee.net

